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facilitates teak networking in the  Me-
kong sub-region through ITTO member
countries and partners, and support shar-
ing lessons of the project results through
short news release, occasional papers,
project related teak-based research and
development information. The bi-
monthly newsletter is released online
through TEAKNET webpage

and co-hosted by
Kasetsart University, Thailand.

For more information please contact,

Trainees at No. 7 Forest Research Station, Letpan Khon

P K Thulasidas
(thulasidas.teak@gmail.com) or Natural teak forest is dominant in Myanmar; and the Modified Myanmar Selection
Yongyut Trisurat (fforyyt@ku.ac.th) and the country plays a significant role in the System (MMSS). These regulations are now

global teak trade. Myanmar has the largest area considered outdated and need to be
of natural teak forests (almost 50 percent of adjusted to cope with modern requirements.
29 million ha in the GMS) and is the number Planted teak area in Myanmar covers
one producer of natural teak logs in the world. approximately 390,000 ha. Currently, the
Natural teak forests are traditionally managed teak plantations are still young and produce
under the Myanmar Selection System (MSS) only small- dimensional logs from thinning.



http://www.teaknet.org

To establish a successful plantation, besides the silvicul-
tural operations/ practices, teak resource management is
of paramount importance. To get good quality source of
seed/ seedlings, teak genetic resource conservation be-
comes the most important activity. This as a major objec-
tive in mind, Teak Improvement Technical /resource man-
agement training was organized by the Forest Research
Institute (FRI), Yezin during 10-17% July, 2021 through
the financial support of ITTO-Teak Mekong Project (PP-
A/ 52-331) as part of the project outputs of Myanmar
component.

This training aimed to upgrade the skill/ quality of the
field level forestry staffs (Forest guard and Foresters)
through demonstration lecture and practical operations.
The training was opened from 10" to 13" July 2021 at
No. 5, Forest Research Station, Moe Swe with 30 trainees
and another training from (4% to 17" July, 2021 at
No.7, Forest Research Station, Letpan Khone with 31
trainees. Altogether 61 trainees and there were trainees
from Myanma Forestry School as well. Because of COVID
-19 pandemic, all the lectures of the training were con-
ducted through virtual ZOOM media. Only the practical
operation was done at the trial plots of the Research
Stations. The training was organized following the instruc-
tions for the COVID-19 protocol of the Ministry of
Health and Sports (MOHS).

Trainees at No. 5 Forest Research Station, Moe Swe

These trainings were about 4 days duration each with the
following subjects taught in theory: Tree (Teak) Improve-
ment, Forest soil properties, Teak Seed collection and stor-
age, Nursery establishment, Grafting, Seed Production Area
(SPA) establishment and Teak plus tree selection, Teak plan-
tation growth and Volume Tables, and the Practicals of Teak
Grafting. During the training, all the lectures were in Myan-
mar language. Practical training were conducted for the
maintenance of clonal seed orchard (CSO) including some
measurement of tree growth (diameter at breast height and
tree total height), forest soil sample collection and testing
soil texture, the selection of plus trees of teak and collec-
tion of buds.

Photo Gallery
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Lectures-virtual (ZOOM) teaching
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Virtual (ZOOM) learning at No. 5 Forest Research Station,
Moe Swe
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Virtual (ZOOM) learning at No. 7 Forest Research Station,
Letpan Khon

Teak bud collection and grafting - Practical training

Report by

Dr. Zar Chi Hlaing, FRI, Yezin
E-mail: zarchihlaing08 @gmail.com
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ITTO-BMEL Teak Project
9t Monthly Webinar

Wednesday, 27" October 2021

* Federal Ministry 4
G b of Food
and Agriculture | E 1
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Invites you to the webinar

ITTO-BMEL Project:
“Enhancing Conservation and Sustainable Management of Teak Forests
and Legal and Sustainable Wood Supply Chainsin the Greater Mekong Sub-region” (PP-A/54-331)

The 9t Monthly Webinar Meeting

Wednesday, 27 October 2021
Cambodia, Lao, Thailand and Vietnam Times: 02:00 — 03:30 pm,

Myanmar Time: 03:00-04:30 pm, Japan: 04:00-05:30 pm

T .
Topic:

“Global Sustainable
Wood use Initiative in
Tropical Timber
Producing Counties”

Ms. Akiko Tabata,
Wood Products Trade Office
Forestry Agency of JAPAN

The 9% monthly webinar series of ITTO-BMEL
Project was conducted on 27" October 2021.
Of the two topics of the webinar: “Global
sustainable wood use initiatives in tropical timber
producing countries” was delivered by Ms. Akiko
Tabata of the Wood Products Trade Office, Forestry
Agency lapan, and the talk on the 2nd topic
“Smallholder Group Certification” was delivered by
Dr. Tran Lam Dong of the Vietnamese Academy
Forest Sciences, Vietham. Moderator of the webinar
was Prof. Yongyut Trisurat, Project Team Leader of
ITTO Teak Mekong, Kasetsart University, Bangkok
and Dr. Hwan-ok MA, ITTO, Japan gave an opening
remarks.
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Topic:

“Smallholder Group
Certification”

Dr. TranLam Dong,

Silviculture Research (SR1),
Vi Academy of Forest Sci
5 (VAFS)

Ms. Akiko started her talk giving a historic background of Govt of
Japan’s contribution to ITTO in hosting the secretariat in
Yokohama ever since it was established in 1986. Japan contrib-
utes funding to ITTO projects for the ‘improvement of forest
governance’ in tropical wood producing countries. Its annual
voluntary contribution to ITTO in the FY 2020 was around 1.08
million USD for projects besides the establishment costs.

Global Sustainable Wood Use ;

021
Tabata Akiko
Wood Products Trade Office, Forestry Agency Japan
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[ Japan’s Contributions to the ITTO

-Since 1986 the GoJ has been hosting the Secretariat of ITTO in Yokohama.
-The GoJ contributes funding to ITTO projects for the improvement of forest governance in tropical

wood producing countries.

- Annual amount of voluntary contribution was 1.08 million USD (865 thousand USD for projects and
211 thousand USD for establishment cost for ITTO in FY2020.

Seven on-going projects funded by FA

- Conservation of Cempaka Tree Species in Indonesia

- Improve Forest Governance in Mozambique

- Sustainable Management of Lesser-Used Timber Species in

Honduras

Sustainable
forest
management
(SFM)

- Improvement of Transparency in wood supply chain in Guatemala

- Human resource development for the "LSSC" in five Congo basin

countries in Africa

- Strengthening SFM standards & Timber legality framework in

Myanmar

- Analysis of timber legality assurance systems and good practices

in China and Vietham

Currently, the Forestry Administration is funding seven major
projects through ITTO in different tropical counties like
Indonesia, Mozambique, Honduras, Congo basin in Africa,
Myanmar and timber legality assurance systems and good
practices in China and Vietnam in areas that contributes to
sustainable forest management (SFM) and sustainable supply
chains.

For realization of a ‘Decarbonized Society’ and ‘Green Recov-
ery from COVID-19 pandemic, the Forestry administration is
assisting the producer countries in promoting sustainable
domestic wood use through project contribution to ITTO.

7
Promote sustainable domestic wood use in producing countries
through contribution to ITTO

For realization of “Decarbonized Society” and “Green Recovery” from COVID-19 pandemic

Assist wood use promotional activities in wood producing countries through contribution to ITTO l

I Launch project in Vietnam in 2021 |

7 Impi policy fr: rk to drive d . Expansion to other
consumption of wood and wood products countries from 2022

- Develop strategyipclicy to shift from short-term forest ,‘,
plantation to long-term forest managament

wood use

- Consultation with stakeholders etc. ’ Global sustainable

e g pacity to p wood and wood
productions to meet local market demands &
promote local consumption

- ) foo Wood Use Contributes to
- Training/workshops on wood architecture a3d designing 5 4
- Conduct contest on the best designs of wood products | & Decarbonized Society

- Introduce new technique for bio-energy use ~.__ & “Green Recovery”
- Communicate to promota the use of planted wood etc. — T
g
6

Sustainable

supply
Chains(LSSC)

She cited recent launch of project in Vietnam in 2021 and
expansion plan to other countries starting 2022 thereby
strengthen the capacity to produce wood to meet local
market demands and promote local consumption. She
concluded her talk by giving the future action plans on the
global sustainable wood use and ITTO projects in
Thailand, Philippines and Panama.

Reference materials

2. Cases of ITTO projects funded by Japan m r
(Thailand, Philippines, Panama) =k =

|
\
i
‘ 1. Background information for “Global sustainable wood use”
?
\
|
} ITTO
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The 2" talk was delivered by Dr. Tran Lam Dong, Director
of Silviculture Research Institute, VAFS, Hanoi on
‘Smallholder Group Forest Certification in Vietnam’.
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SMALLHOLDER GROUP FOREST
CERTIFICATION IN VIETNAM
PILOT MODELS OF PEFC/VFCS

The two major objectives of the pilot models of PEFC/
VFCS (Vietnamese Forest Certification Scheme) was to
formulate guidelines for implementation of SFM in small-
holder group certification in Vietnam and to recommend
suitable linkage models for group certification.

Dr. Dong gave a brief introduction about the smallholder

forest owners in Vietnam. There are about 1.5 million
forestry households and approx. ~2 million commercial
plantations and average area per household is 1-2 ha. The
major commercial species is Acacia and Eucalypts with a
cutting rotation of 4-7 years. The MAI is about 15-20
m3/ha/yr. The income obtained is around 350-450 USD/
Norad ha/yr. About 70% is wood chips meant for exports and
30% veneer and small-log materials for domestic use.

Tran LAm Dong va Nguyén Van Bich
Silviculture Research Institute (SRI)
Vietnamese Academy of Forest Sciences (VAFS)
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Working with

Project introduction

* Project title: “Smallholder group forest certification in Vietnam, development of pilot models of PEFC/VFCS
group certification”

* Funded by: Program of Science and Technology for Rural Renovation, MARD
* Objectives:
¥ To identify the difficulties and challenges of smallholders in implementation of SFM

v To develop the guidelines for implementation of SFM and smallholder group certification

v To develop 02 pilot models of PEFC/VFCS (Vietnam Forest Certification Scheme) smallholder group certification
in Yen Bai and Quang Tri province; Linking with enterprises to create a supply chain of wood processing materials

v To recommend the suitable linkage model of smallholders for group certification

* Implimenting time: 01/2020 - 6/2021

Dr. Dong elaborated the difficulties and challenges
in implementing the SFM in the country owing to
fragmented small-scale land owners having lack of
awareness and compliance about SFM coupled with
multiple factors of access to scientific support and
availability of high quality seedlings. The
smallholders are finding it difficult to obtain soft

* Small scale, fragment

* Weak awareness and compliance with SFM regulations
* Technical and financial capacity limited

* Risks of natural disasters and diseases

* Degradation of land, environment and ecology Common isues of

* Difficulties to access support of science and forest management

technology, high quality seedlings

practices
In a cutting cycle

* Difficulties to access credit loans and stable market

» Linking smallholders as group forest
certification is an important solution

@ ®

loans and a stable market for their wood products.

ITTO-TEAK
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To overcome these difficulties, the only solution suggested is to link the smallholders as group certification. Presently,
there are about 31 nos of smallholder groups with approx. 75,000 ha are FSC certified in Vietnam that includes the pilot
models of cooperative and cooperative alliance- PEFC/VFCS as shown in the below slide.

I I Current situation of smallholder group certification in Vietham

v’ Certified forest area in Vietnam v' Certified area of smallholder group certification in Vietnam
(updated 9/2021) (updated 9/2021)

Certification | Certification No of Certified
tyne SCURMES S | (CRRICAUONE | Brau (Tin) Certification Noof  Certified  Noof
FSC 29

Group entity type

V 73.827 scheme certification area (ha) households
group PEFCIVFCS 2 1.568 _ Enterprise 20 12.261
certification g 31 75.395 Forest owner association 3 1.647

FSC 25 155.230 FSC Muum ‘:' %45

Ewu PEFC/VFCS 12 54.529 ._(M__ s
) 37 200.789  Organisation 2 481

o * Sum: R 20 16.

S ol FSC A 28000 Cooperative 1

Sum of PEFC/VFCS 14 56.097 VFCS/ PEFC LM;M 1 ”l
Total: 68 285.154 Sum: 2 ﬂ
Total: | 3 19.192

The common linkage groups of the farmers and the vertical linkages with wood processing industries and the Common
Group Management Structure are shown in the below slides.

] \
i HHs ”°;‘:J‘:'d i __________________ Vertical Linkage
; Forest ] ',f i N (between households
1 owner : : i
: i i ' o m i and wood prgcessmg
1 m Cooper- association | ! group : enterprise)
i ative ! i :
1
\ ;oo ; R e R
| R p—— V——— ] ’ A 4
| g | {  Wood ! | Wood :
2 i ooper- ! : ! i
Horizontal | ati'\)le *mf | JRISSE | (e E
Linkage | i | enterprise | | enterprise
- E i | s : | !
(among ; ; i Cotract | Representative of Hiis
households) i ! i P ‘ i
""""""""" : i i Certificate 1 | ]
; | Cooperative E I i | | Household !
ative - : Union 1 - (FOAr CA,CU, | !
: ! ! | cooperative) | “.__________ 4
_________________ ’ S /s ' ,'
""""""""""" . “ ’ /\
----------- : /AN O
(vr(;:s' PEF
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Common group management structure

| ENTERPRISE |

| ENTERPRISE |

A

ENTERPRISE \
( [ (Certification staff) ] {} / = = = {} — \
B L2 SN / COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE/UNION
@ FOREST OWNER (Group entity management board)
DISTRICT MANAGEMENT BOARD ASSOCIATION/(FOA) /r\w _____ .
(Representative of the group entity) (Group entity management board) Cooperative (logging. : Cooperative
I FOA M&A board —s) transport, nursery, saw mill...) | (plantation)
; (Co. management board) (Co. management board)
Commune management board FOA Branch - i
(Representatives of commune level) (Branch management board) nr— " l4
1| Cooperation !
[ Branch M&A board —s) F group f
! ! (Representative) b
Village management board Village management hoard I I : I :
(Representatives of village (Representatives of village Member Mcember Mcember Memb I sk Memb
level) level) Q.hgld) | (h.hold) | h.hoy K houschold) | 1 houschold (houschold) A

| |

{}

[l.ocal forest ranger and govemment agency...

(support)

Local forest ranger and government agency...
(supporr)
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The major advantages of linkages and
depicted in the below slide.

limitations are

H®

VFCS PEFC

In order to overcome these challenges and limitations, two
pilot model group certifications PEFC and VFCS were
attempted in two provinces in Vietham and the procedure
followed is shown below.

Linkage form (enterprise is the group entity)

+ Advantage

- Comnany funds for certification

- High demand for development of stable certified plantation DISTRICT MANAGEMENT BOARD
area (Representative of the group entity)
sy [
* Limitation
Commune management board
- Forest owners depend on enterprises to maintain certifications (Representatives of commune level)

- Exclusive purchase of certified wood

——

- Group management depends on the local state authority

illg board | [ Village
(Representatives of villaggd | (Representatives of village
level) level)

R
- Pay less attention to SFM but only need certification I

- Difficulty in group expansion due to the dependance on the

|

Development of pilot model

* Vietnam Forest Certification Scheme (VFCS) * Procedure

S @

% — @)

PEFC

+ Cooperative, Household
cooperation (HHC)

* Group management
* Sustainable forest management
* Certification

Y * Development of SFM plan
o) \@’\ * Implementation of SFM plan
\(GFA

o S

Chirimg, dosnh nghip -
b

* Internal audit
« Contact CB
* Main Ludit and corrective actions

\
cs PEl

FC

d d of the enterprise
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Field activities in Trung Tam commune, Yen Bai province

Editorial Committee

Guidelines for development of SFM and training manuals
were prepared for the different aspects of group certifica-
tions and field oriented training were organised for the
farmer groups in two locations.

In Vietnam, the VFCS certification is still new with almost
all enterprises and smallholders forest owners in Vietnam.
Also, the high cost of implementation of SFM and FC in
the country.

The recorded presentation is available with Prof. Yongyut
Trisurat, ITTO- Teak Mekong project leader
Email:fforyyt@ku.ac.th

Chief Editor : Dr. PK Thulasidas, ITTO Teak International Consultant, India
Associate Editors : Prof. Yongyut Trisurat, Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University, Thailand

Dr. MA Hwan-ok, ITTO, Japan
Dr. Tetra YANUARIDI, ITTO, Japan

Editorial Board  : Mr. Sapol Boonsermsuk, Royal Forest Department, Thailand

Mr. Chheang Dany, Forestry Administration, Cambodia

Mr. Vongvilay VONGKHAMSAO, National Agriculture and Forestry Research Institute (NAFRI), Lao PDR

Mr. U Aung Thu, Forest Research Institute, Myanmar

Dr. Tran Lam Dong, Vietnamese Academy of Forest Sciences (VAFS), Vietham

ITTO Teak Mekong Newsletter is a bi-monthly electronic newsletter of the Project Team which is intended for circulation among the
stakeholders of global teak sector. The views expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the organization. The readers are welcome to express their opinions or pass on information concerned with teak. However, we reserves the
information on the project and publishing through this newsletter for our esteemed readers.

Address all communications to:

TEAKNET Secretariat

International Teak Information Network
Peechi-680 653, Thrissur, Kerala, India

Tel: +91 487 2690396; Fax: +91 487 2690111
Email: secretariat@teaknet.org
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