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Sharp decline in China’s log imports

China’s log imports fell sharply in the first half of
2020 to 24.51 million cubic metres valued at
US$3.558 billion, down 17% in volume and 29% in
value from the same period of 2019.

Of total log imports, softwood log imports fell 16%
to 17.64 million cubic metres, accounting for 72% of
the national total. Hardwood log imports fell 19% to
6.87 million cubic metres (28% of the national total
log imports).

Of total hardwood log imports, tropical log imports
were 4.11 million cubic metres valued at US$956
million, down 25% in volume and 36% in value from
the same period of 2019 and accounted for 60% of all
hardwood log imports.

US no longer largest log supplier

The main countries supplying more than 1 million
cubic metres of logs to China in the first half of 2020
were New Zealand, Russia, Germany, Australia,
PNG, Czech Rep., US and Solomon Islands.
Shipments of logs to China from all main suppliers
fell in the first half of the year. The decline of more
than 70% in shipments of logs from the US was the
most significant.

In the first half of the year New Zealand was the
main log supplier to China accounting for 26% of
total log imports. Imports from New Zealand totalled
6.33 million cubic metres, down 27% from the same
period of 2019.

The second ranked supplier of logs was Russia at
3.29 million cubic metres, down 21% from the same
period of 2019 and accounting for about 13.5% of the
national total.

The third ranked supplier of logs was Germany at
3.29 million cubic metres, up 170% from the same
period of 2019 and accounting for just over 13% of
the national total. Germany has become the most
important supplier of China’s log imports.

Log imports from main suppliers, first half of 2020

Cu.m mil. | Yoy % change

New Zealand 6.33 -27%
Russia 3.29 -21%
Germany 3.29 170%
Australia 2.09 -27%
PNG 1.4 -16%
Czech Rep. 1.39 146%
USA 1.21 -40%
Solomon |s. 1.02 -22

Total 24.51 -60%

Data source: China Customs

Major entry ports for log imports from Germany
Over 90% of China’s log imports from Germany in
the first half of 2020 were through Qingdao Port in
Shandong Province which handled around 45% of all
log imports.

The other major entry points for logs were Yangshan
in Shanghai, Dapeng Port in Guangdong Province,
Tianjin Port and Xiamen Haicang Port in Fujian
Province.

The average price for China’s log imports from
Germany through Qingdao port was the lowest at
US$96 per cubic metre just below the average price
for logs of US$110 per cubic metre. Logs supplied to
China from Germany arrived via the China-Europe
Railway Express.

Major entry ports for log imports from Germany,
first half of 2020

Vol. cu.m Value US$
mil. (000s)

Qingdao 1,480 141,850
Yangshan 783 94,967
Dapeng 430 49,359
Tianjin 213 23,906
Xiamen Haicang 183 19,583
Total 3,296 361,180

Data source: China Customs

Decline in tropical hardwood log imports

Tropical log imports in the first half of 2020
amounted 4.11 million cubic metres valued at
US$965 million, down 25% in volume and 36% in
value over the same period of 2019 and accounted for
17% of the national total log imports volume.



In the first half of 2020 China imported tropical logs
mainly from Papua New Guinea (34%), Solomon
Islands (25%), Brazil (8.3%), the Republic of Congo
(5.9%), Cameroon (5.0%), Equatorial Guinea (4.8%),
Mozambique (3%) and Suriname (3%). Just 8
countries supplied nearly 90% of China’s tropical log
requirements in the first half of 2020.

Tropical hardwood log imports from the main
suppliers were sharply down in the first half of 2020.
Log imports from Equatorial Guinea and
Mozambique fell 65% and 31% respectively.

Before their log export bans, Laos and Myanmar
were major sources of tropical logs for China.
However, China’s log imports from Laos in the first
half of 2020 fell to just 15,500 cubic metres valued at
US$18 million, down 69% in volume and 68% in
value.

China’s log imports from Myanmar fell to just 1,300
cubic metres valued at US$1.45 million, down 81%
in volume and 83% in value.

Tropical hardwood log imports in the first half of
2020

Volume % change
Shipper 000s cu.m y-0-y
PNG 1,404 -16%
Solomon Is. 1,023 -22%
Brazil 342 -5%
Congo, Rep 243 -29%
Cameroon 207 -23%
Eqg. Guinea 195 -65%
Mozambique 131 -31%
Suriname 126 118%
Subtotal 3,861

All shippers total 4,110 -25%

Data source: China Customs

%

Value change Av. Price

C&F/cu.m
Shipper US$ 000s y-0-y uss
PNG 258,174 -16% 184
Solomon ls. 161,807 -31% 158
Brazil 36317 -12% 106
Congo, Rep 79.033 -63% 325
Cameroon 55573 -61% 268
Eq. Guinea 53631 -72% 274
Mozambique 69,084 -71% 528
Suriname 32718 -31% 260

Data source: China Customs




