60th Session of the International Tropical Timber Council

Pre-Event

Jazz-Bunraku: The Cat Who Went to Heaven
(Performed in English)

Performed by: Sagami Puppet Theater SHIMONAKAZA
Music, Lyrics and Adaptation by: Nancy Harrow
Based on: The Cat Who Went to Heaven by Elizabeth Coatsworth
Winner, the 1931 Newbery Award for the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children.

Date: Sunday 1 December, 2024

Venue: Conference Center 5F Room #503, Pacifico Yokohama
Doors open: 13:15 Curtain: 13:30
Workshop: 14:40

Jazz-Bunraku: The Cat Who Went to Heaven

Nancy Harrow, a dedicated and talented American jazz vocalist,
composer and lyricist adapted the 1931 Newbery Award-winning
children’ s book “The Cat Who Went to Heaven’ by Elizabeth
Coatsworth into a musical puppet show of the same title. The show,
which premiered in New York in 2008, combined contemporary jazz
with elements of the traditional Japanese art of Bunraku.

‘Jazz-Bunraku: The Cat Who Went to Heaven’ is based on Nancy
Harrow’” s musical. Directed by Will Pomerantz from Off-Broadway, it
was first presented in Japan in 2022 by the Shimonakaza company.

This unique performance incorporates jazz music, English songs, and narration in place of the traditional “shamisen”
(three-stringed instrument) and “tayu” (chanter) typically seen in Bunraku.

Shimonakaza is a puppet theater company based in Odawara City, Kanagawa, with a history spanning over 300 years. The
company continues the tradition of Sagami Ningyo Shibai (Puppet Theater), a form of Ningyo Joruri (Bunraku) manipulated
by three puppeteers, which was introduced into KKanagawa Prefecture in the early 18th century. In 1980, it was designated as
an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property of Japan.

The company not only preserves classic programs but also actively works to develop new ones. It offers puppetry classes for
adults and provides lessons to local schools to foster successors. One of Shimonakaza’ s defining characteristics is the wide age
range of its members, spanning from teenagers (most of whom are graduates of the schools) to people in their late eighties.

<Synopsis>

A struggling artist sends his housekeeper to buy food, but she returns with a cat
from the village instead. Initially unhappy with the choice, the artist eventually
warms up to the kind, affectionate, and beautiful cat. He decides to keep the cat
and names her Good Fortune.

One day, the artist is visited by a Buddhist priest
from the local temple. He has been chosen to
create a picture of the Buddha, with all the animals
who visited him on the night of his death. As the artist prepares to paint the picture, he realizes

that the cat is not one of the animals who came to pay homage to the Buddha and should not be
painted in the picture.

Every day, the artist creates a new animal while Good Fortune searches for a cat, but to no avail.

Good Fortune becomes sadder and sadder and eventually stops eating. The artist is so troubled
by the cat’ s sorrow that he makes a momentous decision.
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