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Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure and honor to be with you here in the beautiful city of Yokohama for this celebration of a quarter-century of ITTO’s work promoting sustainable management of tropical forests. I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the International Tropical Timber Organization for inviting the UN Forum on Forests Secretariat to be part of this event.

American poet Ralph Waldo Emerson once said that “the creation of a thousand forests is in one acorn”.  I am sure you would agree that through its policies, analysis and projects, ITTO has planted many such “acorns” to safeguard the fate of tropical forests everywhere.
We at the UN Forum on Forests are indeed fortunate to have long history and tradition of working closely with ITTO.  As partners in the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, and through our UNFF/ITTO Memorandum of Understanding, we look forward in continuing this partnership into the next quarter century and beyond. 

Today’s event is a celebration: of ITTO, of Japan and of tropical forests. It is particularly appropriate that this milestone coincides with the global celebration of the International Year of Forests (Forests 2011).  As many of you already know, Forests 2011 is truly a historic first for the United Nations.  It is a testament to rising visibility of forests in the global policy debate that the UN General Assembly decided to declare an International Year to highlight the key role of forests in our lives. 

Throughout 2011, we have celebrated the diverse values and benefits that forests provide all of us. “Celebrating forests for people” is at its essence all about honoring the dynamic synergistic relationship between forests and the people who depend on them and manage them.  

It is estimated that 1.6 billion people, a quarter of the world’s population, and many of them the poorest of the poor, depend on forests for their livelihoods, and basic subsistence needs.  But the contributions of forests reach beyond that of local forest-dependant communities – the well-being of all 7 billion of us, be it physical, economic and spiritual, is deeply intertwined with the health of our forest ecosystems.  I like to say that held within the trunks, branches and leaves of trees is the story of life on earth.

If you look at the logo of the International Year of Forests, you see that people are at the center of all the diverse forest values depicted.  We in the forest community all have stories to tell, experiences and lessons to share. The celebration of this International Year has helped bring all our voices together.  

We are all well aware of the multiple functions of forests. Forests represent more than the economic values of timber and other forest products. Forests’ environmental values have also been well publicized, from biodiversity to forest impacts on climate, soil fertility, water, rainfall patterns and soil erosion, to name just a few.  
Sustainably managing forests, requires balancing these various values and benefits with development needs.  The adoption of the forest instrument in 2007 provided a much-needed boost to addressing one of the most critical area of sustainable forest management namely forest finance. The issue of forest financing has been subject to long and intense negotiations since Rio in 1992. In 2009, the Forum agreed on a roadmap to address the challenges of financing for sustainable forest management and agreed on intersessional activities on forest finance, through the establishment of the Ad Hoc Expert Group (AHEG) on forest finance, and the Facilitative Process (FP) to catalyze implementation of SFM. Addressing this issue in a strategic way is now the main issue for consideration by the UN Forum on Forests at its tenth session in 2013. UNFF10 will take a decision on the way forward on forest financing based on AHEG and FP processes – which in turn will have significant implications on the future of the international arrangement of forests at UNFF11 in 2015. 

I would also like to point out that we are heading towards the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development – or Rio+20 – as it is known. This is a major event and like Under-Secretary General of the Conference Mr. Sha Zukang has said, right now humanity stands at a crossroads; our actions determine the future of mankind. We have much to say about the potential contribution of forests to sustainable development and themes of the Rio+20 conference. We must take advantage of this opportunity and strengthen our actions towards sustainable development. Our future and the future of the generations to come depend on us making the right decisions and acting now. 
It is said that “One generation plants the trees, and another gets the shade”.  Let us grasp the opportunity we have before us today to ensure that future generations around the world benefit from the seeds of awareness that we plant today.

I am certain we will see and hear excellent presentations and speeches, as well as have lively and fruitful discussions during this event.

Thank you for your time and attention. 
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