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AIMS
o To provide an overview of sustainable use 

in the restoration context
o To introduce recent TRAFFIC projects that 

support sustainable use in restoration
o To share tools and resources that can be 

used from these projects
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We work to ensure that 
trade in wild species is 
legal and sustainable, for 
the benefit of the planet 
and people.

OUR 
MISSION

o We are an international NGO
o 170 + global members of staff
o 100 + projects worldwide
o A presence in over 45 countries/territories 
o 50 years working in wildlife trade
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CONTEXT: WHY IS 
SUSTAINABLE USE 

IMPORTANT  
IN RESTORATION?
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IPBES (2022): 
one in five people 
rely on wild 
plants, algae, and 
fungi for their food 
and income
• The annual revenue generated by the 

global legal trade in wildlife (CITES 
and non-CITES) in total has been 
estimated at USD 220 billion/year 
(CITES secretariat, 2022)

• The global value of exports from non 
timber forest products such as pine 
nuts, forest mushrooms, and truffles 
as reported to UN Comtrade in 2022 
was estimated at USD 1.8 billion 
(FAO, 2024)
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ENGAGING LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES 
• Principle 1 of The International 

Principles and Standards for the 
Practice of Ecological Restoration 
points out the importance of engaging 
stakeholders, including through access 
to improved livelihood opportunities 
through activities such as harvesting 
(Gann et al., 2019) 

• It has been demonstrated that 
promoting sustainable use has 
contributed to the conservation of 
ecosystems such as forests at the local 
level (IPBES, 2022)

• This can include landscapes 
undergoing restoration

© Sebastian Unrau on Unsplash
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TRAFFIC AND LANDSCAPE 
RESTORATION
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TRAFFIC AND 
RESTORATION

• Partnering with Botanic Gardens Conservation 
International (BGCI), the Society for Ecosystem 
Restoration (SER) and others to develop the Global 
Biodiversity Standard. We are developing guidance 
material for assessors and practitioners on sustainable 
use topics

• Developing guidance for restoration practitioners wishing 
to integrate sustainable use into their landscapes as part 
of an Endangered Landscapes and Seascapes funded 
project, in partnership with FairWild and the IUCN 
Sustainable Use and Livelihoods Specialist Group (SULi)  

• Commissioned by the CITES Secretariat to develop 
guidance to support sustainable use of CITES-listed 
rosewood tree species, which included case study 
examples of approaches for calculating the time needed 
for populations to regenerate 

• sustainable use of wild species, developed by IIED (International 
Institute for Environment and Development), IUCN SuLi, and 
partners

• Three recent projects 
that support 
landscape and 
species restoration 
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Endangered Landscapes & Seascapes
Programme (ELSP) – 

GUIDANCE FOR INTEGRATING SUSTAINABLE 
TRADE OF WILD PLANTS AND FUNGI
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GUIIDANCE 
OVERVIEW

Module 1 

Identifying 
NTFPs that may 
be traded from 
restoration 
landscapes; To 
prompt ideas of 
species existing 
in restored 
landscapes with 
reported uses

Module 2

Stakeholder 
identification: To 
identify and 
prioritise 
stakeholders that 
need to be 
consulted 
throughout the 
project

Module 3

Situational 
analysis; To 
determine, in 
consultation 
with 
stakeholders, if 
sustainable use 
and trade can 
help meet the 
goals of the 
restoration 
project, and to 
develop a ‘long 
list’ of wild 
species that 
may be suitable

Module 4

Species 
assessment; To 
identify which of the 
potential candidate 
species identified in 
module 3 are most 
suitable for 
sustainable use, with 
consideration of 
biological 
characteristics and 
market demand

Module 5

Business plan; To 
develop a business 
plan, drawing upon 
support from a 
checklist of best 
practices, a market 
assessment, and a 
series of case 
studies 

Module 6

Management plan; 
To formulate a 
management plan 
that incorporates 
principles for legal, 
ethical and 
sustainable 
harvest, in 
consultation with 
relevant 
stakeholders and 
assess this against 
a sustainability 
framework 

• Examples 
of wild 
plant and 
fungi 
species 
with 
reported 
uses as 
NTFPs in 
Europe

• Stakeholder 
mapping 

• Site and 
project 
overview

• SWOT 
analysis

• Scoping 
survey

• Pre 
assessment 
market 
research

• Market 
assessment

• Species risk 
classification

• Species 
assessment 
summary

• Business plan 
checklist

• Market types 
for NTFPs

• Solutions to 
common 
barriers

• Certification 
scheme guide

• Risk 
assessment 
and 
management 
plan

• Checklist 
and resource 
guide for 
legal, ethical 
and 
sustainable 
harvest 

• IUCN SULi 
5D 
sustainability 
assessment

• We are developing an 
online toolkit with 
various modules and 
worksheets that can 
support sustainable, 
legal, and ethical trade 
in wild plant and fungi 
species from 
landscapes 
undergoing 
restoration
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EXAMPLE 
RESOURCES

• Worksheets to inform a 
situational analysis in 
consultation with stakeholders, 
including local communities

• Can help determine if sustainable 
trade is suitable for the goals of 
the landscape restoration 
project, and identify who could 
benefit from it
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EXAMPLE 
RESOURCES

• Species with known uses that 
might be suitable for sustainable 
use

• Can be used to identify which 
species with known uses already 
exist within the landscape

• Can also be used to identify which 
(native) species could be 
prioritised within management 
plans to enable sustainable use in 
the later stages of the project
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EXAMPLE 
RESOURCES

• Species assessment guidance 
from FairWild / IUCN SSC 
Medicinal Plant Specialist Group, 
to determine susceptibility to wild 
harvest

• Uses a range of factors such as 
known regeneration rates, and 
population size to compare 
species and identify which could 
be most suitable for sustainable 
use



Thank you to the Endangered 
Landscapes & Seascapes
Programme for funding this 
project.

Sign up to receive news updates:

www.endangeredlandscapes.org/subscribe

www.endangeredlandscapes.org

Endangered Landscapes & Seascapes
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THE GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY 
STANDARD (TGBS)
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Promoting the 
PROTECTIOn, 
restoration 
and 
enhancement 
of biodiversity

• International standard and certification system

• Applies the tried and tested expertise of the global 
botanical and biodiversity community

• Leverages knowledge of local experts

• Provides assurance that tree planting, habitat 
restoration and agroforestry practices are protecting, 
restoring, and enhancing biodiversity

• Global launch held at the CBD COP-16 in October 2024

Development of the standard 
funded by:
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Promoting the 
PROTECTIOn, 
restoration 
and 
enhancement 
of biodiversity

• The Global Biodiversity Standard assesses projects 
across the full restoration continuum

• Applicable to single and mixed land uses

• No minimum or maximum size requirements



How it works
A site-based certification and mentoring program
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Promoting the 
PROTECTIOn, 
restoration 
and 
enhancement 
of biodiversity

• TRAFFIC is contributing to the development of criterion 
3: Protect, restore and manage biodiversity in 
consultation and partnership with local communities and 
other stakeholders

• Technical expertise is being provided on integrating 
sustainable use principles, in both assessment criteria 
and mentoring resources
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SUPPORT FOR SUSTAINABLE 
HARVEST OF CITES-LISTED 
ROSEWOOD TREE SPECIES
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STUDY 
OVERVIEW

• For any CITES listed species, Parties must produce a Non 
Detriment Finding (NDF) to demonstrate that levels of offtake are 
sustainable, e.g., will allow the population to regenerate 

• TRAFFIC partnered with CITES to produce a study that would 
contain data and case studies relevant to production of NDFs for 
rosewood tree species, which are in demand for their high value 
timber

(aspects to be considered from CITES Res conf 16.7 on Non Detriment Findings)
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EXAMPLE 
RESOURCES

• Factsheets with data relevant to 
producing NDFs for the most 
traded and threatened CITES-
listed rosewood tree species

• Included aspects such as known 
heights, and a range of currently 
used minimum felling diameters, 
where available
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EXAMPLE 
RESOURCES

22 case study examples from 
existing NDFs

Included examples of techniques to 
inventory populations and identify if 
population structures were healthy 
and showed the ability to regenerate 
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NEXT 
STEPS
 

Please get in touch if you have any questions about 
our tools and resources

Amy.Woolloff@traffic.org
Bryony.Morgan@traffic.org 
hk.chen@traffic.org 

mailto:Amy.Woolloff@traffic.org
mailto:Bryony.Morgan@traffic.org
mailto:hk.chen@traffic.org
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