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OECM “… a geographically defined area
other than a Protected Area, which is
governed and managed in ways that
achieve positive and sustained long-term
outcomes for the in situ conservation of
biodiversity, with associated ecosystem
functions and services and where
applicable, cultural, spiritual,
socioeconomic, and other locally relevant
values.”

By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine
areas… are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and
well connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation
measures…
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OECM potential & possibility

• Possibility to recognize stewardship of IPLCs

• ~25% of land, intersecting ~40% PAs and intact landscapes, managed by IPLCs, but potential 
for OECMs unknown

• Definition lacks metrics to assess sites as OECMs, and formal processes for identifying, 
listing, and reporting

• Many (most?) OECMs not yet recognized

• Strong overlap with SEPLS



“dynamic mosaics of habitats and land uses where the 
harmonious interaction between people and nature 
maintains biodiversity while providing humans with 
the goods and services needed for their livelihoods, 
survival and well- being in a sustainable manner” 
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GBF Target 3 (DRAFT 1) Ensure that at least 30 per
cent globally of land areas and of sea areas,
especially areas of particular importance for
biodiversity and its contributions to people, are
conserved through effectively and equitably
managed, ecologically representative and well-
connected systems of protected areas and other
effective area-based conservation measures and
integrated into the wider landscapes and
seascapes. 2022
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