
Tina Schneider, Forest Legality Initiative        
Photo: Paul Godard/Flickr 

 
TOOLS FOR MARKET 

INFORMATION AND DUE 
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MORE DATA = MORE TRANSPARENCY? 
 

• More types of data available: 
• Geospatial (GIS/Satellite/Radar) 
• Trade data 
• Contextual information (legal, news, etc.) 

 
• But: Data ≠ Information 

• Need experience to analyze and understand 
• Users overwhelmed: too many sources 

 
 Necessary to collect, centralize and publish information to support due 

diligence for sourcing wood 
 Need better information platforms 
 
 

 



GIS/SATELLITE/RADAR 



TRADE DATA 



INFORMATION PLATFORMS 



INFORMATION PLATFORMS 



WHAT IS THE OTP? 

• The OTP is a public site, it is free and accessible to anyone 
 

• Designed by WRI in consultation with local civil society 
organizations, government agencies, companies, industry associations 
 

Fédération des Industriels du Bois in DRC 

EXAMPLE: OPEN TIMBER PORTAL 



WHAT DOES THE OTP DO? 

 
• It promotes compliance with legal requirements in timber harvest and 

trade  
 

• Compiles information about forest sector compliance from government, 
private sector and third party actors in producer countries 

 
 
 Geospatial vs. contextual 
 Company-level information 
 100% of registered forest producers 

 



GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE 



OTP SOURCES OF INFORMATION 



TRANSPARENCY RANKING 



ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS 



TRANSLATION IN CHINESE 

14 



SOME USERS ARE BASED IN ASIA PACIFIC 

15 

Number of users by country – July 2018-May 2019 



Thank you! 
 

www.opentimberportal.org 
 

tschneider@wri.org 
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