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ITTC DECISION 2(XVI)

CERTIFICATION OF ALL TIMBER AND TIMBER PRODUCTS



The International Tropical Timber Council:



Recalling Decision 6(XV) requesting the Executive Director to engage two experts, one from a producer country and one from a consumer country, to undertake a consultancy on certification and labelling of all timber and timber products,

Noting the report of the consultants experts entitled "Certification Schemes for All Timber and Timber Products",

Further noting the report of the Working Party on Certification of All Timber and Timber Products held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from 12 to 16 May 1994,

Recognizing that timber certification schemes should be neither discriminatory nor be the basis of trade measures incompatible with the GATT,

Recalling the desirability of enhancing the capacity of members to implement a strategy for achieving exports of tropical timber and timber products from sustainably managed sources by the year 2000,

Recalling also the statement of commitment to maintain, or achieve by the year 2000, the sustainable management of their respective forests made by consuming members,

Desiring to promote the free exchange of information on matters affecting trade in timber and timber products,

Decides to:

(i)	register its appreciation to the consultant experts for preparing an informative and comprehensive paper of the Working Party;

(ii)	request members to furnish to the ITTC information on the development, organization and implementation of certification schemes covering the internationally traded tropical and non-tropical timber and timber products;

(iii)	request the Executive Director to continue gathering information and monitoring developments and report to this Council in respect of the formulation and implementation of certification schemes covering internationally traded tropical and non-tropical timber and timber products, through appropriate consultancies;

(iv)	request the Executive Director to engage two consultant experts, one from a producer country and one from a consumer country, to undertake a detailed study on markets and market segments for certified timber and timber products, for consideration at its Eighteenth Session;

(v)	authorize the Executive Director to arrange for the financing of the above consultancies and study from the Special Account.
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GLOSSARY



Accreditation�Procedure by which an authoritative body gives formal recognition that a body or person is competent to carry out specific tasks (certification).��Assurance of Conformity�Procedure resulting in a statement giving confidence that a product, process or service fulfills specified requirements.

For a product the statement may be in the form of a document, a label or other equivalent means. It may also be printed in or applied on a communication, a catalogue, an invoice, a user instructions manual, etc. relating to the product.��Certificate of conformity�Document issued under the rules of a certification system, indicating that adequate confidence is provided that a duly identified product, process or service is in conformity with a specific standard or other normative document��Certification body�Body that conducts certification of conformity.��Certification of conformity�Procedure by which a third party gives written assurance that a product, process or service conforms to specified requirements��Certification of forest management�Assessment of forest management conformity with specified requirements which may be expressed as standards.��Certification scheme�Certification system that has its own rules of procedure and management for carrying out certification of conformity applying the same particular standards.��Conformity�Fulfillment by a product, process or service of specified requirements��Criterion�Element defining a principle.��Governing body (of a certification scheme)�Body which sets the rules and procedures to be applied in a certification scheme and oversees the activities of certification bodies.��Indicator�Variable used in measurement of a criterion or its element.��Inspection body�Body that performs inspection services on behalf of a certification body.���Annex 2/1 cont'd



Licence�Document, issued under the rules of a certification system, by granting to a person or body the right to use certificates or marks of conformity for its products, processes or services in accordance with the rules of the relevant certification scheme��Mark of conformity (label)�Protected mark, applied or issued under the rules of a certification system, indicating that adequate confidence is provided that the relevant product, process or service, is in conformity with a specific standard or other normative document���Peer review�Examination by an independent panel of specialists��Performance standard�Specification of the results that an organization must adopt to assure capability to achieve specified results.��Procedural standard (management standard)�Specification of the (management) processes an organiza�tion must adopt to assure capability to achieve specified results.��Recognition arrangement�Agreement, that is based on the acceptance by one party of results, presented by another party, from the implementa�tion of one or more designated functional elements of a certification system. Recognition arrangements may be established at, national, regional or international level.��Third party�Person or body that is recognized as being independent of the parties involved, as concerns the issue in question. Parties involved are usually supplier ("first party") and purchaser ("second party") interests.��Unit of forest management certification�Organizational, proprietary or other physical unit for which conformity assessment is carried out.��Verification of conformity�Confirmation, by examination of evidence, that a product, process or service fulfills specified requirements. Verification can be made by 1st, 2nd or 3rd party��
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Certified Forests in the World (February 1996)



Country/company�Type of Forest�Area ha��Production m3�Certifier��North America/USA������Collins Pine�Natural�38 300�210 000�SCS��Kane Hardwood�Natural�49 000�35 000e�SCS��Menominee Tribal Enterprises�Natural�89 000�28 938�SCS/SW��Seven Islands�Natural�390 000�196 300�SCS��Keweenaw Land Assn�Natural�50 000�32 000�SW��Wojcik Properties�Natural�200�470�SW��Blencowe�Natural�500(?)�..�SW��Sub-total��617 000�502 408���Latin America������Costa-Rica������Ston Forestal�Plantation�24 000�..�SCS��Portico�Natural�8 000�7 700�SCS��Flor y Fauna�Plantation�2 700�..�SW��Tropical American Tree Farms�Plantation�1 336�..�SW��Brazil������Duratex (3 districts)�Plantation�47 904�..�SCS��Amcol, Portal�Natural�59 000�25 000�SW��Guyana������Demerara Timbers �Natural�410 000�39 000�SGS��Honduras������Proyecto Desarrollo del Bosque Latifoliado�Natural�25 000�1 650�SW��Mexico������Plan Piloto, Quintana Roo (Nohbec, Tres Guarantias)�Natural�95 000�28 000�SCS/SW��Sub-total��672 940�101 350����Annex 6.1/cont'd



Certified Forests in the World (February 1996)



Country/company�Type of Forest�Area ha�Production m3 �Certifier��Africa������South Africa������African Charcoal Company�Plantation�6 000�..�SGS��������Sub-total��6 000�..���Europe������United Kingtom (UK)������Pengelli Forest, Dyfel�Semi-natural�65�..�SA��Dartington Home Woods, Devon�Plantation�92�..�SA��Poland������Regional Directorate of State Forests���..���- Szczecinek�Semi-natural�622 563�1 400 000�SGS��- Gdansk�Semi-natural�294 000�735 000�SGS��Sub-total��916 720�2 135 000���Asia������Indonesia������Perum Perhutani�Plantation�2 831 500�730 000�SW��Malaysia������Chindwell Doors�Plantation�3 284�7 500�SGS��PNG������Bainings Ecoforestry Project�Natural�12 500�1 200�SGS��Solomon Islands������Bula Land, Fiu River�Natural�110�110�SGS��Sub-total��2 847 394�738 810���Grand-total��5 060 054�3 477 568���Sources:  Survey of Certifiers, Upton & Bass 1995, Consultants' files and estimates
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Examples of Certified Forests and Forest Industries





�Certified forests���1�2�3�4�5�(For. ind.)��Main reasons for certification

- increase in sales

- increase in price

- environmental market pressures

- company policy

- outside audit

- improved forest management�

     . .

     . .



  yes

     . .

     . .�

  yes

  yes

  yes

  yes

  yes

     . .�

  yes

  yes1)

     . .

     . .

     . .

  yes�

     . .

     . .

  yes

  yes

     . .

  yes�

     . .

     . .

  yes

  yes

  yes

     . .��Benefits obtained from certification

- increase in sales

- increase in price

- increase in value added

- access to new markets

	- export

	- domestic

	- products sold

- improved forest management

  and harvesting

- reinforces value of forests

- lower production costs

- lower distrib./ marketing costs�

  15 %

  15 %

     . .



  yes

     . .

     . .



     . .

  yes

  no

  no�

  yes

  yes

  yes



  yes

  yes

  flooring 



  yes

     . .

  no

  no�

     . .

   no

     . .



  yes

     . .

     . .



  yes

     . .

     . .

     . .�

  no

  no

  yes



  yes



mouldings



  yes

     . .

  no.

     . .�

     . .

     . .

     . .



  yes

     . . 

flooring



     . .

     . .

     . .

     . .��Main problems encountered

- marketing difficulties

- production volum lower�  none

     . .

     . .�

  yes

     . .�

     . .

     . .�

     . .

  yes�  none

     . .

     . .��Effects of certification on costs

- forest management and

 harvesting, US$/m3

- administration and information

- production costs

- Costs chain-of-custody-control�



     . .

     . .

     . .

     . .�



   no

   no

      . .

  minimal�



     . .

     . .

     . .

     . .�



  higher

     . .

  higher

     . .�



     . .

     . .

     . .

     . .��Certification was worthwhile

Intention to continue�  yes

  yes�  yes

  yes�  yes

  yes�  yes

  yes�  yes

  yes��Certifying organization�  SGS�  SCS�SW,SCS�  SGS�  SGS��	Source: 	Survey questionnaires
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Possible ISO Involvement in SFM (to be added and corrected)
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FSC Membership Structure (January 1996)

North�Economic�Social/ environmental�Total��North America�181)�16�34��Europe�162)�  193)�35��Sub-total�34�35�69��South�����Latin America�85)�13�21��Africa�16)�3�4��Asia�16)�5�6��Sub-total�10�21�31��World�44�567)�100��1)	Includes environmental one NGO involved in certification, and one individual

2)	Includes four individuals

3)	Includes three international NGO headquarters

5)	Includes 6 individuals, 1 NGO involved in certification, and 2 other NGOs

6)	Individual member

7)	Includes 3 Friends of the Earth chapters, 6 WWF units



FSC Membership Structure of Economic Interests (January 1996)

�Number�Percent��Individuals, mainly consultants�14�32��NGOs

Certifiers (actual or potential)�3�7��- NGOs�8�18��- Private�2�5���10�23��Primary forest industries����- Medium, small�2�5��Further processing����- Major�1�2��- Minor�2�5���3�7��Traders����- Major�3�7��- Minor�3�7���6�14��Unclassified����- Trade, Industry�2�5��- Other�4�9���6�14��Total�44�100��



�  In some case includes non-forest land as well



		



TIMBER CERTIFICATION IN TRANSITION








