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THE PLATFORM 

• Open data, open source 

• Innovative data visualization 

• Simple to use, easy to understand 

• Interactive (analyze, share, network) 

• Multi-lingual 

• Online & offline 

• Mobile connectivity 

 



 



THE INITIATIVE 

• Transforming information into transparency 
and action 

• Working directly with governments, NGOs, 
and companies to apply data 

• Supporting a wide network of researchers 
and advocates 

• Encouraging awareness, engagement, and 
empowerment at the individual and 
community level 

• Promoting innovation, collaboration, and 
“app” development  

 





GLOBAL FOREST WATCH APPLICATIONS 



GFW CLIMATE 



GFW FIRES 



 





EXAMPLE: KACHIN PROVINCE, MYANMAR 



EXAMPLE: TREE COVER LOSS, CAMBODIA 



TREE COVER LOSS, CAMBODIA, 2000-2014 
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SUMMARY 

 

• Transparency is here to stay – interpretations 
vary, but it is now very hard to get away with 
lying  - communities can take control  of their 
own information, too. 

• Satellite imagery shows tree cover loss in 
near-real time on a very detailed level 

• Governments should be using this data to 
fight illegal deforestation and fires and for 
sustainable forest management 

• Be cautious of tied aid for expensive remote 
sensing – much is available inexpensively 
and on an open source basis. 

 


