ITTO 40th Anniversary Poster Design
Competition

Background

For 40 years, the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) has worked to promote the
sustainable management of tropical forests and the legal and sustainable trade of tropical
timber. As we celebrate this milestone, we invite artists, designers, students and creative
individuals to illustrate how tropical forests, wood and non-wood forest products enrich our daily
lives while highlighting the critical importance of sustainably managed forests.

From the air we breathe, the homes we live in, and the furniture we use, to innovative buildings,
renewable materials and cultural traditions emanating from forests and wood use, all are
essential parts of a more sustainable future. Through your creativity, help inspire others to
appreciate the value of forests and the derivatives they provide.

Competition Objectives

The competition aims to:

Celebrate ITTO's 40-year legacy of promoting sustainable tropical forest management.
Raise awareness of the many ways forests and forest products contribute to people's
lives.

e Encourage creative expression on the role of sustainably managed forests and sourced
wood in building a more environmentally-friendly future.

e Inspire greater appreciation of forests and responsible forest management.

Who Can Participate

The competition is open to:

Students

Professional designers

Artists and illustrators
Members of the general public

Participants must be from ITTO member countries.



https://www.itto.int/about_itto/members/

Poster Theme

Entries should reflect one or more of the following ideas:

Sustainable tropical forests, wood production & use for climate-friendly development
Timber as a renewable and biocircular material

Sustainably managed forests for enriched livelihoods and wellbeing

Connection between people, forests, innovative construction and wood products

Participants are to focus on positive, inspiring, and forward-looking messages.

Poster Specifications

Size: A2 (420 x 594 mm) or equivalent aspect ratio
Orientation: Portrait or landscape

Resolution: Minimum 300 dpi

File format: PDF, PNG, or JPEG

Maximum file size: 20 MB

Both digital artwork and scanned hand-drawn illustrations are accepted.

Submission Requirements

Each submission must include:

Poster artwork

Poster title

A short description (maximum 150 words) explaining the concept
Participant's full name

Country

Email address

Each participant may submit up to two (2) entries.
Judging Criteria
Entries will be evaluated based on:

Criteria Weight
Creativity and originality  30%

Relevance to the theme  30%



Visual impact 20%

Clarity of message 20%

The decision of the judging panel will be final.

Awards

The top three winning poster designs will be featured at the International Tropical Timber
Council sessions for 2 consecutive years, displayed at ITTO exhibitions, and potentially used in
ITTO publications, on social media platforms, and in awareness campaigns, with full credit given
to the creators.

The winner and 1st runner-up will receive a sponsored trip to a national park/place of forest
ecosystem interest in their country of residence at a reasonable cost.

In addition, the winner, 2nd and 3rd runners-up will receive a complimentary incentive in the
form of a gift card or a voucher and the opportunity to be involved in one of ITTO’s future design
concepts.

Timeline

Competition opens: 10 August 2026
Submission deadline: 30 September 2026
Judging period: October 2026
Announcement of winners: November 2026

Terms and Conditions

Entries must be original works created by the participant.

Entries must not infringe upon any copyright, trademark, or intellectual property rights.
Artificial intelligence (Al)-generated artwork is not permitted. Al may be used only for
minor editing or technical assistance, provided the creative concept and artwork are
entirely the participant's own.

e When entering the competition, participants confirm they own all rights to their
submission.

e Participants retain copyright of their work. However, by submitting an entry, participants
grant ITTO a non-exclusive, worldwide, royalty-free license to reproduce, publish,
exhibit, adapt (including resizing or adding ITTO branding), and use the artwork for
educational, promotional, and non-commercial purposes related to ITTO and its
activities, with appropriate credit to the creator.

e |TTO reserves the right not to award prizes if submissions do not meet the required
standard, terms and conditions.



e ITTO reserves the right to disqualify entries that contain offensive, misleading,
discriminatory, or inappropriate content.

Questions

For inquiries, please contact:

Communications and Outreach Unit
International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO)

Email: communications@itto.int

Website:

https://www.itto.int/news/2026/08/10/itto_launches_40th_anniversary_poster_design_competitio
n/


https://www.itto.int/news/2026/08/10/itto_launches_40th_anniversary_poster_design_competition/
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