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WRI’s team in Central Africa
• Benoit Mertens, 

Program Manager
• Lawrence Nsoyuni, GIS 

Manager
• MOUs with Congo 

Ministère de l’Economie
Forestière (2004, 2006)

• Funding: ITTO (Congo) 
and CARPE (Central 
Africa) 



Strategy

Improve access to critical 
information

Multistakeholder collaboration

Take advantage of latest 
mapping technologies

Build local capacity
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Priority activities
• Development of tools for improved

forest management –
– Interactive forestry atlas,
– Forest management database

• Training and capacity building – data 
collection, data management, 
mapping

• Technical assistance in using
information for decision making

• Follow regional initiatives focusing on 
improved forest management 
COMIFAC, CARPE, FLEGT-AFLEG





Forest Territory Zoning - Boundaries
Forest Concessions, Community
Forests, and Protected Areas

Monitoring Forest Titles – Attributes
Allocation Process, Management, 
Companies, Harvested Volume, etc.  

Monitoring Development of Forest 
Infrastructures - Roads
Road identification through Satellite 
Image Interpretation

Forest Monitoring – Cameroon example



Road mapping



Tracking wood volume, road activity
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Challenges
Need for suitable 
substitute for Landsat 
imagery – ASTER, 
ALOS

Use of SLC-off images

Persistent cloudiness

Test of radar data



Next steps
• Update Congo Atlas
• Forest atlases for 

the entire Central 
Africa region

• Training
• Monitoring impacts
• Improve methods
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