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US$13.3  MILLION IN  NEW FUNDS FOR TROPICAL FORESTS
Thematic  programs at t rac t  addi t iona l  funding;  9 new projects  

launched;  Work Programme agreed

YOKOHAMA,  JAPAN,  14  November  2009:  The  In te rna t i ona l  Trop ica l  Timber  Counc i l  
announced  today  fund ing  of  US$3.5  mi l l i o n  towards  i t s  recen t l y  approved  themat i c  
programs,  inc l ud i ng  $2 mi l l i o n  in  in i t i a l  fund ing  fo r  programs  on  communi t y  
fo res t  ente rp r i s es  and t rade  and marke t  t ransparency .  The ITTC also  announced  an 
add i t i o na l  US$5.8  mi l l i o n  fo r  new pro jec t s  and  act i v i t i e s  fo r  the  conserva t i on  
and  sus ta i nab le  management ,  use  and  t rade  of  t rop i ca l  fo res t  resources ,  which  
toge the r  wi th  an  announcement  by  Swi tze r l and  tha t  i t  would  make a US$4 mi l l i o n  
rep len i shment  of  i t s  ITTO Trus t  Fund  ( to  be  used  to  fund  fu tu re  pro jec t s  and  
act i v i t i e s )  brough t  to ta l  p ledges  at  the  sess ion  to  US$13.3  mi l l i o n .

The  Counc i l  i s  the  govern ing  body  of  the  In te rna t i o na l  Trop ica l  Timber  
Organiza t i o n  ( ITTO) .  I t  meets  at  leas t  once  a  year  to  d iscuss  a  wide- rang ing  
agenda  aimed  at  promot i ng  sus ta i nab le  t rop i ca l  fo res t  management  and  the  t rade  
of  sus ta i nab l y  produced  t rop i ca l  t imber .  The funds  pledged  th i s  week at  i t s  45th  
Sess ion  are  in  add i t i o n  to  the  US$2.2  mi l l i o n  commit ted  in  the  f i r s t  hal f  of  the  
year ,  br ing i ng  the  to ta l  p ledged  in  2009 to  US$15.5  mi l l i o n .

This  Counc i l  sess ion  f i nanced  9 pro jec t s  and 1 pre- pro jec t  fo r  a to ta l  amount  of  
US$3.5  mi l l i o n ,  inc l ud i ng  a pro jec t  in  PNG to  encourage  cus tomary  landowners  to  
re fo res t  grass lands  by  p lan t i ng  h igh  va lue  t ree  spec ies .  Funds  were  also  
prov ided  fo r  pro jec t s  to  assess  and  deve lop  management  p lans  fo r  typhoon  
af fec t ed  mangroves  in  Myanmar,  to  promote  a sus ta i nab le  wood f l oo r i n g  indus t r y  
in  Braz i l ,  to  prov ide  a s i l v i c u l t u r a l  too l  k i t  fo r  indus t r i e s  and communi t i e s  in  
Ghana  fo r  managing  high  va lue  Af r i can  mahogany,  and  to  promote  sus ta i nab le  
rubber  wood ut i l i z a t i o n  in  Indones ia .  

Counc i l  a lso  adopted  ITTO’s  Bienn ia l  Work  Programme fo r  2010- 11 at  th i s  sess ion  
and  approved  US$2.3  mi l l i o n  in  new  or  add i t i o na l  fund ing  fo r  act i v i t i e s  
conta i ned  in  i t .  These  inc l uded  an  act i v i t y  to  promote  env i ronmenta l  educat i on  
fo r  ch i l d r en ,  another  fo r  an  in te rna t i o na l  confe rence  on  t ransboundary  
b iod i ve r s i t y  conserva t i on  reserves ,  and  an  in i t i a t i v e  to  showcase  fo res t  
indus t r y  techno log ies  deve loped  under  ITTO  pro jec t s .  Funds  were  prov ided  to  
ass is t  count r i e s  in  repor t i n g  progress  in  sus ta i nab l e  fo res t  management  based  on 
ITTO’s  cr i t e r i a  and ind i ca t o r s ,  and  were  also  p ledged  to  promote  imp lementa t i on  
of  ITTO’s  recen t l y  re fo rmu la t ed  biod i ve r s i t y  conserva t i on  gu ide l i nes .  Addi t i o na l  
fund ing  was p ledged  fo r  ITTO’s  on- go ing  program to  enhance  members ’  ab i l i t y  to  
imp lement  CITES l i s t i n g s  of  t rop i ca l  t imber  spec ies .  The  Freeza i l ah  Fel l owsh ip  
Fund  was also  topped  up  by  Counc i l ,  to  a l l ow  th i s  va luab le  program to  cont i nue  
of fe r i n g  awards  to  deserv i ng  cand ida tes .

The  fund ing  p ledged  to  the  themat i c  programmes  at  th i s  sess ion  inc l uded  
add i t i o na l  funds  of  US$923,000  pledged  to  the  programme  on  Fores t  Law 
Enfo rcement ,  Governance  and  Trade  (TFLET)  and  US$575,000  to  the  programme on 
Reduc ing  Defores ta t i o n  and  Fores t  Degrada t i on  and  Enhanc ing  Envi ronmenta l  
Serv i ces  in  Trop ica l  Fores ts  (REDDES).  These  pledges  br ing  the  to ta l  fund ing  
pledged  to  these  programs  to  near l y  US$6 mi l l i o n  and  US$4.4  mi l l i o n ,  



respec t i v e l y .  The in i t i a l  fund ing  of  US$1 mi l l i o n  each  pledged  to  the  programmes 
on Communi ty  Fores t  Management  and Enterp r i s es  and Trade  and Market  Transparency  
wi l l  a l l ow  act i v i t i e s  to  commence soon  under  them.  In fo rmat i on  on  the  themat i c  
programmes ( i nc l ud i ng  ca l l s  fo r  proposa l s  and  in fo rmat i on  on  act i v i t i e s  funded  
under  them)  i s  regu la r l y  updated  on ITTO’s  web s i t e .

The  Counc i l  a lso  rev i ewed  the  s ta tus  of  ra t i f i c a t i o n  by  members  of  the  
In te rna t i o na l  Trop ica l  Timber  Agreement ,  2006 dur ing  i t s  sess ion .  The ent ry  in to  
fo rce  of  th i s  successor  agreement  to  the  Organ iza t i on ’ s  cur ren t  govern ing  t rea t y  
( ITTA,  1994)  has  been  de layed  due  to  the  s low  pace  of  ra t i f i c a t i o n  by  members .  
Only  25  of  60  cur ren t  members  have  taken  the  necessary  s teps  to  accede  to  the  
new agreement  to  date ,  but  Counc i l  noted  tha t  severa l  other  count r i e s  were  wel l  
advanced  in  the  process  of  ra t i f i c a t i o n  and  access ion .  I t  agreed  to  extend  the  
ITTA,  1994 and to  rev iew  th i s  i ssue  aga in  at  i t s  sess ion  in  2010.

Donors  at  th i s  sess ion  were  the  governments  of  Japan,  Swi tze r l and ,  the  UK,  the  
USA,  Norway,  Fin land ,  Korea  and  Sweden.  Funds  were  also  prov ided  by  the  Japan 
Lumber  Impor te r s ’  Assoc ia t i o n  and other  pr i va t e  Japanese  donors .

The nex t  sess ion  of  the  ITTC wi l l  be f rom 13- 18 December  2010  ( to  be conf i rmed)  
in  Yokohama,  Japan.  The Counc i l  a lso  dec ided  tha t  i t s  sess ion  in  2011  would  be 
in  Guatemala  Ci ty ,  Guatemala  and  tha t  i t  would  a lso  cons ide r  hold i ng  i t s  2012 
meet ing  in  a t rop i ca l  producer  count r y .

Descr i p t i o ns  of  a l l  newly  funded  pro jec t s  and  act i v i t i e s  wi l l  be  pub l i shed  in  the  next  
ed i t i o n  of  ITTO’s  Trop i ca l  Fores t  Update .  For  more  in fo rma t i on  on  ITTO and/o r  the  45 th  

Counci l  sess ion  go to  www. i t t o . i n t .  
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