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TROPICAL TIMBER MARKETS AT A CROSSROADS

YOKOHAMA, JAPAN,  11 November  2009:  Poor  cond i t i o ns  preva i l i n g  in  many of  the  wor ld ’ s  
t imber  markets  were  high l i gh t ed  by speakers  at  the  In te rna t i o na l  Trop ica l  Timber  
Counc i l ’ s  annual  market  d iscuss ion ,  held  today  dur ing  i t s  45 th  Sess ion .

The Counc i l  i s  the  govern ing  body  of  the  In te rna t i o na l  Trop ica l  Timber  Organ iza t i on  
( ITTO) .  I t  meets  at  leas t  once  a  year  to  d iscuss  a  wide- rang ing  agenda  aimed  at  
promot ing  sus ta i nab l e  t rop i ca l  fo res t  management  and  the  t rade  of  sus ta i nab l y  
produced  t rop i ca l  t imber .

The market  d iscuss i on  inc l uded  buyer ’ s  perspec t i v es  f rom the  UK,  Europe ,  China ,  
Ind ia ,  Japan  and the  USA.  Almost  a l l  speakers  h igh l i gh t ed  the  impacts  on markets  of  
the  recen t  economic  cr i s i s .  Another  common theme was dec l i n i n g  market  share  fo r  
t rop i ca l  t imber  in  many markets ,  led  by  subs t i t u t i o n  and techno log i ca l  advances  tha t  
a l l ow  lower  qua l i t y  t imbers  to  rep lace  t rop i ca l  wood in  many end- uses .  Presenta t i o ns  
f rom the  market  d iscuss i on  are  ava i l ab l e  to  download  be low,  a long  wi th  the  l i s t  of  
speakers .

A spec ia l  event  fo l l ow ing  the  market  d iscuss i on  focused  on recen t  pol i c y  
deve lopments  in  the  EU and US marke ts  fo r  t imber  and t imber  produc ts .   The cur ren t  
s ta tus  of  the  EU’s  Fores t  Law Enfo rcement ,  Governance  and Trade  (FLEGT)  in i t i a t i v e  
was presen ted ,  fo l l owed  by  a presen ta t i o n  on US ef fo r t s  to  combat  i l l e ga l  logg ing  
and assoc ia ted  t rade  ( i nc l ud i ng  recen t  amendments  to  the  Lacey  Act ) .  These  
presen ta t i ons  were  fo l l owed  by in fo rma t i on  on capac i t y  bui l d i ng  in i t i a t i v e s  and 
other  suppor t  fo r  t rop i ca l  count r i e s  to  promote  lega l  and sus ta i nab le  t imber  t rade  
of fe red  by ITTO,  FAO, the  Wor ld  Bank and the  European  Commiss ion .  Presenta t i o ns  f rom 
the  event  are  ava i l ab l e  be low.

For  more in fo rmat i on  on ITTO and the  45 th  ITTC sess ion  ( i nc l ud i ng  da i l y  ENB repor t s )  
go to  www.i t t o . i n t .

http://www.itto.int/

