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Partnersh ip  to  conserve  t ropica l  forests  launched
ITTO,  7&i  Holdings  to  work with  Indonesia  for  enhanced forest  carbon stocks,  
biodivers i t y  conservat ion

Tokyo,  9  October  2009 .  A  new  par tne rsh i p  to  st reng then  the  conserva t i on  of  
Indones ia ’ s  t rop i ca l  fo res t s  was launched  at  the  Indones ian  Embassy  in  Tokyo  today  
wi th  the  at tendance  of  Indones ia ’ s  Ambassador  to  Japan,  Dr .  Jusu f  Anwar ;  Dr  Hadi  
Pasar ibu ,  Senio r  Adviso r  to  Indones ia ’ s  Min is t e r  of  Fores t r y ;  In te rna t i ona l  
Trop ica l  Timber  Counc i l  Chai rpe rson  Ambassador  Michae l  Maue;  and  Mr.  Emmanuel  Ze 
Meka,  Execut i ve  Di rec to r  of  the  In te rna t i ona l  Trop ica l  Timber  Organ iza t i on  ( ITTO) .  

The  Min is t r y  of  Fores t r y  of  Indones ia  and  ITTO aim  to  cont r i bu t e  to  conserva t i on  
of  the  Meru  Bet i r i  Nat iona l  Park  (MBNP)  wi th  f i nanc ing  f rom  7&i  Hold ings  Ltd .  
under  a p i l o t  pub l i c - pr i va te  par tne rsh i p  towards  ef fo r t s  to  reduce  emiss ions  f rom 
defo res ta t i o n  and degrada t i on  (REDD) in  Indones ia .

The pro jec t  launched  yes te rday  i s  des igned  to  reduce  emiss ions  f rom  defo res ta t i o n  
and  fo res t  degrada t i on  and  to  enhance  fo res t  carbon  stocks  th rough  enhanced  
communi t y  par t i c i p a t i o n  in  conserva t i o n  and  management  of  the  MBNP as  an  in teg ra l  
par t  of  the  la rge r  landscape  in  which  they  l i v e .  

The MBNP is  loca ted  in  the  southe rn  par t  of  East  Java  prov ince ,  sur rounded  by  the  
two  heav i l y  popula ted  d is t r i c t s  of  Jember  and  Banyuwangi .  The  Park  area  cons is t s  
of  about  58,000  hecta res  of  t rop i ca l  fo res t s  wi th  a  h igh  dive rs i t y  of  f l o r a  and  
fauna .  However ,  the  MBNP i s  under  inc reas ing  th rea t  of  defo res ta t i o n  and  fo res t  
degrada t i on  due to  i l l e ga l  logg ing  and encroachment .  

Ambassador  Anwaryo  sa id  at  the  launch ing  tha t  the  ceremony  marked  the  beg inn ing  of  
the  la tes t  coopera t i v e  ef fo r t  wi th  ITTO,  which  would  not  on ly  benef i t  the  
Indones ian  people ,  but  would  a lso  serve  as  an  example  to  the  wor ld .  “Through  the  
fo res i gh t  of  7&i  Hold ings ,  ITTO and  the  Indones ian  government ,  we now have  a new 
par tne rsh i p  on t rop i ca l  fo res t  conserva t i on  and  a new way fo rward  in  our  s t rugg le  
aga ins t  c l ima te  change”  Anwaryo  sta ted .

Min is t e r  of  Fores t r y  adv iso r  Pasar ibu  noted  tha t  “Today ,  we are  wi tness i ng  how the  
not i on  of  the  broader  contex t  of  sus ta i nab le  deve lopment  has  been  put  in to  
prac t i c e  in  so lv i ng  c l ima te  change  prob lems.  I  wish  to  se ize  th i s  oppor tun i t y  to  
express  my  s ince re  apprec ia t i o n  to  7&i  Hold ings  Ltd .  in  suppor t i ng  the  
conserva t i on  of  our  Meru  Bet i r i  Nat iona l  Park ,  th rough  ITTO’s  re la t ed  c l ima te  
change  programme  on  reduc ing  defo res ta t i o n  and  fo res t  degrada t i on .  7&i  has  
demonst ra t ed  to  us tha t  c l ima te  change  is  our  common prob lem and respons ib i l i t y . ”
 
ITTO’s  Ze  Meka  concur red .  “ I  am cer ta i n  tha t  th i s  new  par tne rsh i p  wi th  7&i  
Hold ings  Ltd .  wi l l  prov ide  an  exce l l en t  oppor tun i t y  fo r  us  to  work  toge the r  fo r  
the  conserva t i on  of  Meru  Bet i r i  Nat iona l  Park  and to  improve  the  wel l - being  of  the  



ind i genous  people  and  loca l  communi t i e s .  Cer ta i n l y  th i s  par tne rsh i p  wi l l  make  a 
d i f f e r ence  to  the  conserva t i on  of  MBNP fo r  fu tu re  genera t i ons .  I t  i s  an  impor tan t  
example  fo r  upcoming  negot i a t i o ns  in  Copenhagen  on the  ro le  of  the  pr i va te  sec to r  
which  can  play  a grea te r  ro le  on  the  ground  to  imp lement  act i v i t i e s  fo r  reduc ing  
emiss ions  f rom  defo res ta t i o n  and  fo res t  degrada t i on ,  inc l ud i ng  sus ta i nab l y  
managing  and conserv i ng  fo res t s  (REDD+) . ”

The  pro jec t  i s  spec i f i c a l l y  des igned  to  improve  the  l i ve l i h oods  of  loca l  
communi t i e s  l i v i n g  ins i de  the  MBNP and  in  sur round ing  areas  th rough  the i r  act i ve  
invo l vement  in  act i v i t i e s  to  avo id  defo res ta t i o n ,  degrada t i on  and  biod i ve rs i t y  
loss .  The  pro jec t  wi l l  a lso  deve lop  a  cred ib l e  measurab le ,  repor t ab l e  and  
ver i f i a b l e  sys tem  fo r  moni to r i n g  emiss ion  reduc t i ons  f rom  avo id i ng  defo res ta t i o n  
and fo res t  degrada t i on  and enhancement  of  fo res t  carbon  stocks  in  the  MBNP.

For  more  in fo rmat i on  on  the  MBNP pro jec t  p lease  contac t  Hwan Ok Ma [ma@it to . o r . j p ] .  For  
more  in fo rmat i on  on  ITTO’s  pro jec t s  and  programs,  go  to  www. i t t o . i n t .  For  in fo rmat i on  on  
7&i  Hold ings  Ltd ,  go to  www.7and i . com/en / .
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