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THEMATIC PROGRAMS GENERATE INTEREST

YOKOHAMA,  JAPAN,  19  August  2009:  Six teen  act i v i t y  proposa ls  f rom  9  count r i e s  
submi t t ed  in  response  to  an  in i t i a l  ca l l  fo r  proposa ls  fo r  two  new Themat i c  
Programs  on  Fores t  Law Enforcement ,  Governance  and  Trade  (TFLET)  and  Reduc ing  
Defores ta t i o n  and  Fores t  Degrada t i on  and  Enhanc ing  Envi ronmenta l  Serv i ces  in  
Trop ica l  Fores ts  (REDDES)  were  rev iewed  ear l i e r  th i s  month  by  the  In te rna t i ona l  
Trop ica l  Timber  Organ iza t i o n  ( ITTO) .

ITTO  is  an  in te rgove rnmenta l  organ i za t i o n  wi th  60  members  tha t  deve lops  and  
imp lements  pol i c i e s  fo r  sus ta i nab le  t rop i ca l  fo res t  management  and  promotes  the  
in te rna t i o na l  t rade  of  t rop i ca l  t imber .  Since  1987  the  Organiza t i on  has  prov ided  
gran ts  wor th  over  US$330  mi l l i o n  to  fund  over  900  pro jec t s  and  act i v i t i e s  
des igned  to  promote  sus ta i nab le  fo res t  management  (SFM),  conserva t i on  and 
sus ta i nab le  deve lopment .

The  proposa l s  fo r  ass is t ance  under  the  TFLET and  REDDES Themat i c  Programs  were  
assessed  by  adv iso ry  commit tees  and funds  to ta l i n g  $154,150  were  recen t l y  gran ted  
to  beg in  imp lementa t i o n  of  one  act i v i t y  under  TFLET and  one  under  REDDES.  These  
were,  respec t i v e l y ,  “St reng then ing  the  capac i t y  of  loca l  communi t i e s  of  
Chaiyaphum Prov ince  to  manage  communi t y  fo res t s ”  (Tha i l and ) ;  and  “Bu i l d i n g  a 
vo lun ta r y  carbon  market i ng  scheme to  promote  sus ta i nab le  fo res t  management ”  ( ITTO 
Secre ta r i a t ) .  Proposa l s  submi t t ed  unsuccess fu l l y  can  be re fo rmu la t ed  tak i ng  in to  
account  inpu t  f rom the  adv iso ry  commit tees  and resubmi t t ed  fo r  a second  ca l l  fo r  
proposa l s  by  September  30.  

Funding  fo r  the  TFLET Themat i c  Program was pledged  in  2007  and  2008  by  severa l  
donors  led  by  the  Governments  of  the  Nether l ands ,  USA,  Swi tze r l and  and  Japan.  
Norway  is  so fa r  the  so le  donor  to  the  REDDES program.  Pledges  to  date  to ta l  $4.9  
mi l l i o n  fo r  TFLET and $3.9  mi l l i o n  fo r  REDDES, wi th  fu r t he r  inpu ts  to ta l i n g  $10.1  
mi l l i o n  (TFLET)  and  $14.1  mi l l i o n  (REDDES)  sought  to  fu l l y  fund  both  of  these  
programs.  Addi t i o na l  funds  of  $25 mi l l i o n  are  a lso  sought  fo r  another  3 Themat i c  
Programs  (on  Communi ty  Fores t  Management  and  Ente rp r i s es ;  Trade  and  Market  
Transparency ;  and  Indus t r y  Development  and  Ef f i c i e ncy )  approved  in  2008  but  so  
fa r  unfunded.  

ITTO  main ta i ns  i t s  regu la r  pro jec t  cyc le  in  add i t i o n  to  the  new  Themat i c  
Programs.  However ,  wi th  at ten t i on  focused  on  the  new fund ing  window of fe red  by  
the  Themat i c  Programs,  donor  in te res t  in  non- themat i c  pro jec t s  has  modera ted  
compared  to  prev ious  years .  Dur ing  the  s ix  month  pro jec t  cyc le  to  June  30 2009,  
four  pro jec t s  wor th  jus t  under  $2.3  mi l l i o n  were  fu l l y  funded :  one  to  promote  
par t i c i p a t o r y  rehab i l i t a t i o n  and sus ta i nab le  management  of  mangrove  ecosys tems  in  
a  park  near  Douala ,  Cameroon;  another  to  fo recas t  China ’ s  demand and  supp ly  of  
t rop i ca l  t imber  to  2020,  a th i r d  to  he lp  communi t i e s  in  Panama’s  Dar ien  area  to  
conserve  and  sus ta i nab l y  ut i l i z e  a fo res t  reserve ;  and  an  in i t i a t i v e  to  enhance  
carbon  stocks  th rough  sus ta i nab le  management  of  a  nat iona l  park  in  Indones ia .  
Par t i a l  fund ing  was  pledged  to  2008- 09  Work  Program  act i v i t i e s  to  ana lyze  
bus iness  models  of  communi t y  fo res t  ente rp r i s es  and  to  update  the  ITTO 
Guide l i nes  fo r  the  Susta inab le  Management  of  Natura l  Trop ica l  Fores ts .  Addi t i o na l  
funds  were  also  p ledged  to  ITTO’s  out reach  act i v i t i e s  and  to  a l l ow  the  
Organ iza t i on  to  cont i nue  of fe r i n g  fe l l owsh ips  to  deserv i ng  nat i ona l s  of  i t s  
member  count r i e s  dur ing  2009.  Donors  p ledg ing  funds  dur ing  th i s  pro jec t  cyc le  
were  Japan,  the  USA,  France  and 7&i  (a  Japanese  re ta i l i n g  f i rm  tha t  i s  par tne r i ng  
wi th  ITTO to  genera te  carbon  of f se t s  th rough  t rop i ca l  fo res t  conserva t i o n  and  
management ,  in i t i a l l y  th rough  fund ing  the  above  Indones ian  pro jec t ) .

For  more  in fo rmat i on  on  ITTO,  i t s  Themat i c  Programs  and/o r  the  pro jec t s  i t  
suppor t s ,  v is i t  www. i t t o . i n t .
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