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TMT Spring Cycle 2010 approved projects 

Project ID Submitted 
by 

Title ITTO 
Funding 

Project 
Total 

TMT-SPD 
002/10 Rev.1 
(M) 

ITTO Improving resilience of the tropical timber sector to the impacts 
of global and regional economic and financial crises 

$150,000 $150,000 

TMT 1st Cycle 2011 approved projects 
TMT-PD 004/11 
Rev.2 (M) 

Guatemala Strengthening of the forest information system of Guatemala 
to improve market and trade transparency and decision-
making in the forest sector. 

$359,716 $656,562 

TMT-PD 006/11 
Rev.3 (M) 

Guyana Strengthening market information systems to enhance trade 
and market intelligence in the forest sector of Guyana 

$320,920 $420,820 

TMT-PA 007/11 
Rev.1 (I) 

ITTO Methodological Development for Life Cycle Analysis of 
Tropical Wood Products to Improve their Competitiveness in 
International Markets 

$60,116 $60,116 

 



 

 

Improving resilience of the tropical timber sector to the impacts of global and regional economic and 
financial crises 
 
Project number: TMT-SPD 002/10 Rev.1 (M) 

Project country: Global 

Budget: Total:       US$ 150,000 

ITTO Contribution:    US$ 150,000 

Submitted by: ITTO Secretariat 

Implementing 
agencies: ITTO Secretariat 

Duration: 12 months 

Financed at: CFME Spring Cycle 2010 

 
Summary: 
 
The proposal is a response towards the lack of resilience of the tropical forestry sector to the impacts of the 
recent global financial and economic crisis. It will particularly address the concern of ITTO producer member 
countries that detailed analyses of the impacts of the crisis and policy responses were required to enable 
them to be better prepared for future economic and financial downturns. In addition, the study will address 
the concern of ITTO consumer member countries that the analyses will improve the understanding of the 
underlying factors impacting demand for tropical wood products in consumer markets. The proposal focuses 
on increasing the resilience of the tropical timber sector to the threats arising from global economic and 
financial shocks by increasing the capacity of ITTO producer member countries to manage, adapt, recover 
from and anticipate such crises. The study will develop a knowledge base for informed decision-making at 
international, regional and national levels on strategies for minimising the risks to the tropical timber sector 
from global economic and financial shocks. 



TMT projects (as of 31 October 2011) 

Strengthening of the forest information system of Guatemala to improve market and trade 
transparency and decision-making in the forest sector 
 
Project number: TMT-PD 004/11 Rev.2 (M) 

Project country: Guatemala 

Budget: Total:       US$ 656,562 

ITTO Contribution:    US$ 359,716 

Government of Guatemala   US$ 270,278 

IUCN      US$   26,568 

Submitted by: Government of Guatemala 

Implementing 
agencies: Instituto Nacional de Bosques (INAB) 

Duration: 36 months 

Financed at: TMT 1st Cycle 2011 

 
Summary: 
 
Guatemala has launched the implementation of a national forest statistics information system. In this second 
system enhancement phase, the project will strengthen strategic information access and availability with a 
view to increasing the sustainable management of the country's forest resources. To this end, processing 
tools need to be developed to link the various systems and to automate technical procedures. The project 
also aims at fostering a pro-forest and environment culture by developing and implementing a plan to build 
awareness on the system. Simultaneously, the project will compile and analyse the strategic information 
required to support forest product monitoring and tracking, thus contributing to the reduction of illegal 
activities in this sector. 
 



 

Strengthening market information systems to enhance trade and market intelligence in the forest 
sector of Guyana 
 
Project number: TMT-PD 006/11 Rev.3 (M) 

Project country: Guyana 

Budget: Total:       US$ 420,820 

ITTO Contribution:    US$ 320,920 

Government of Guyana    US$   99,900 

Submitted by: Government of Guyana 

Implementing 
agencies: Guyana Forestry Commission 

Duration: 18 months 

Financed at: TMT 1st Cycle 2011 

 
Summary: 
 
The specific project objective is to improve the Guyana market information systems, and the capacity to 
promote trade and especially to develop an integrated market and trade information system that will benefit 
the regulatory agency and those directly or indirectly involved in the production, processing or trade of 
timber. Ultimately, through greater foreign exchange and domestic earnings, the benefits will filter to the 
wider population of Guyana through increased revenue, employment opportunities and service provision. 
Additionally, the main advantage of enhancing market information system will be to allow for a more diverse 
market and trade environment to be developed in Guyana’s forest sector which then will allow for a more 
dynamic and sustainable forest industry. A major change envisaged will be a more thorough and rational 
approach to tropical timber trade issues and marketing based on greater knowledge and capacity. By 
involving stakeholders – including local communities – during the development of the activities, target groups 
will have a sense of ownership of the outcomes. The project will establish the technical capacity (hardware, 
software and human resource) to sustain the outcomes and GFC will provide the labor and finance to 
continue the utilization of the technology/systems developed. 
 



TMT projects (as of 31 October 2011) 

Methodological Development for Life Cycle Analysis of Tropical Wood Products to Improve their 
Competitiveness in International Markets 
 
Project number: TMT-PA 007/11 Rev.1 (I) 

Project country: Global 

Budget: Total:       US$   60,116 

ITTO Contribution:    US$   60,116 

Submitted by: ITTO Secretariat 

Implementing 
agencies: ITTO Secretariat 

Duration: 6 months 

Financed at: TMT 1st Cycle 2011 

 
Summary: 
 
The amount of wood going into the long-term product pool (and therefore carbon sequestered in this pool) is 
relevant to almost all forest-related activities eligible for the voluntary carbon market including 
Afforestation/Reforestation (AR), Improved Forest Management (IFM) and Reduced Emissions from 
Deforestation and Degradation (REDD). Thus, as the voluntary market develops, it is important that the 
methodologies and emission factors used are based on the most up-to-date understanding and scientific 
knowledge. Currently, under the voluntary market a single method dominates for wood products accounting 
and it is therefore in ITTO’s and its member countries’ best interest to revise and up-date the methodology in 
order to have accurate estimates of the carbon stocks stored in tropical wood products by species, product 
type, and end-use. This activity focuses on the development of methodologies for life cycle analysis of 
tropical wood product and will address apparent problems in the figures used for tropical timber products in 
the approved voluntary market methodology for improved forest management, reducing emissions from 
deforestation and degradation and afforestation/reforestation. The outcome will be a methodology to produce 
more accurate information on the estimation of carbon stocks in the long-term tropical wood products pool, 
which will improve the products’ competitiveness in international markets, especially in the context of a 
voluntary carbon marketing scheme. 
 


