
with the assistance of the European Union, the Government of Finland and the Government of Norway
Chiara Patriarca
Forest and Land Monitoring Specialist

Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA)

FAO Global Forest
Resources Assessment

Forest Product Statistics Capacity Building Workshop
25 October 2021



Summary

The FRA process1
2
3

FRA 2020 
Key findings

Role of remote 
sensing



Since 1948

The most comprehensive
assessment of the 
world’s forests for
government, civil society, 
private sector, international 
conventions and agendas

Based on official country statistics



• Network of national 
correspondents from 187
countries and territories

• Over 60 forest-related 
variables in 236 countries 
and territories for the 
period from 1990 to 2020 

FRA 2020

A picture of the world’s forests



Working with 
the countries 
and partners

• Terms and definitions and a 
standardized reporting 
methodology

• Documented data sources
• Reviews and
• Validation



Platform: Open and easy-to-use data  

https://fra-data.fao.org

http://www.fao.org/3/CA8753EN/CA8753EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/CA8753EN/CA8753EN.pdf


FRA 2020 
Key findings



Forests cover nearly
one-third (or 31 percent) of the land 
globally 

That’s 4.06 billion 
hectares – most of 
which are found 
in the tropics, 
followed by the 
boreal, 
temperate and 
subtropical
domains



The world has lost
178 million ha
of forest since 1990

The annual rate of net forest 
loss in last decade  has 
dropped to about 60 
percent of the rate in the 
1990s

-7.8
-5.2 -4.7

The world’s forest area is
decreasing, but the rate of loss has 
slowed in the most recent decade



Net loss of forest area by region

Africa had the 
largest annual rate 
of net forest loss in 
2010–2020, 
followed by South 
America

Asia had the 
highest net gain of 
forest area in 2010–
2020



Importance of NWFP product by region

FRA 2020 
received 
information on 
NWFPs from 
124 countries 
and territories 
representing 73 
percent of the 
global forest 
area. 
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Role of Remote Sensing

12

Better capacities, better information



FRA Remote Sensing Survey



FRA Remote sensing
Survey Building RS capacities

35
subregional &

national
workshops

901 participants

(241 women) from

130 countries

2020-2021
virtual modalities

and specific 
e-learning
modules
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www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment

fra-data.fao.org
openforis.org

Twitter: #FRA2020

Thank you!

http://www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment/
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