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          www.tropicaltimber.info 

1. Why this website? 

2. Target audience 

3. Initial features 

4. Website’s potential 

5. Next steps 

6. Demo1. Verify species, find certified forest producer (“Simple 

search”) 

7. Demo 2. Select species for  an end product (“Advanced search”) 

8. Demo 3. Speed search of past ITTO projects by topic 

9. Demo 4. Learning, in Spanish, about kiln drying 

10. Demo 5. Retail consumer learning about wood floors  

11. Demo 6. Find substitutes for Mahogany (“Replacement search”). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why this website? 

• Serves priority needs of enterprises with information from 

ITTO’s past projects: 

• Supports value added production, marketing of LUS 

• Promotes sustainable forest management practices 

• Educates end buyers on certified wood products 

• Enhances two-way communication with frontline 

producers, consumers by ITTO and partners 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Target audience 

• Five user groups:  

• Sustainable forest producers 

• Lumber & panels 

• Builders & designers 

• Flooring & furniture  

• Buying public  

 

• Main focus is SMEs in ITTO member countries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            Initial website features 

• Smart search of properties, 

uses, processing for 984 

tropical timbers. English, 

Spanish, French, Portuguese.  

• Identifies tropical timber trees 

and their availability from 

certified forest sources (60 

demo species, 5 producers 

from LAC region). 

• Transfers technology, market 

development strategies and 

educates retail buyers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



          Potential of this website  

 

• ITTO may support and guide one specialized 

editorial panel for each user group by 

interested partners worldwide  

 

• ITTO may add website features for technical 

articles, news, market development contacts 

and strategic support (not buy/sell).  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            Recommended next steps 

• Activity 31 of BWP 2015-2016 for expansion of 

the website and which is seeking financing 

• Identify potential local partners for first editorial 

panel worldwide  

• ITTO supports partners to: 

• add translations  

• add images/photos 

• add certified producers  

• ITTO should require shared-efforts by partners 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Demonstration 

www.tropicaltimber.info  

http://www.tropicaltimber.info/


Demo1-a. Verify species, find certified forest producer 
“Simple search” Guaimaro or Ramón (Brosimum 

alicastrum) 
 



Demo1-b. Verify species, find certified forest producer, 
Brosimum alicastrum, (“Simple search”) 

 



Demo1-c. Verify species, find certified forest producer, 
Brosimum alicastrum (“Simple search”) 

 



Demo1-d. Verify species, find certified forest producer 
“Simple search”) 



Demo 2-a. Select species for 
outdoor furniture, “Advanced search”)  

weight: heavy; moisture movement: small; natural durability: very high 

 
 



Demo 2-b. Search species for 
outdoor furniture, “Advanced search”  

weight: heavy; moisture movement: small; natural durability: very high; add 
color: light brown  

 
 

 



Demo 3-a. Speed search of past ITTO projects by topic 
 



Demo 3-b. Speed search of past ITTO projects by topic. 
“ITTO Forest inventory” 



Demo 3-c. Speed search of past ITTO projects by topic. 
“ITTO Forest inventory”  Results in ITTO main site 



Demo 4-a. Learning, in Spanish, about kiln drying 

 



Demo 4-b. Learning, in Spanish, about kiln drying 
Enter “secado” or “drying” in English or Spanish version 



Demo 4-b. Learning, in Spanish, about kiln drying 
Results: Manual JUNAC, long out of print, PDF 



Demo 5-a. Retail consumer learning about wood floors  
Enter “wood floor ” 



Demo 5-b. Retail consumer learning about wood floors  
Results of  “wood floor ” search 



Demo 6-a. Find substitutes for Mahogany, Caoba “Replacement 
search”. 



Demo 6-b. Find substitutes for Mahogany or Caoba,  Swietenia 

macrophylla (“Replacement search”).  

Results: Iatandza, Albizia ferruginea  

 



Demo 6-c. Find substitutes for Mahogany / Caoba (“Replacement 
search”). Results 

Albizia ferruginea Benth., Mimosaceae - Leguminosae  

•Iatandza or Western africa albizia is an important species  

•Widely distributed in secondary forests, dry dense forests and 
sandy soils.  

•Used in agroforestry. (It coppices, charcoal, goat feed)  

•Bole is straight and cylindrical, from 10 to 13 m in length, 
without a buttress. 

•Highly durable; used for light and heavy construction, flooring, 
staircases, furniture, cabinet making, joinery, turnery, carvings, 
glued-laminated timber and veneer.  



Thank you for your kind 

attention! 


