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International Tropical Log Prices
Sarawak Log Prices  

Sarawak Log Export Prices

(FOB)


per Cu.m

Meranti  SQ up

US$120-130 (

   small

US$90-100


   super small
US$60-70 

Keruing  SQ up

US$130-135 (

   small

US$100-105 (

   super small
US$70-75 (
Kapur     SQ up

US$135-140 (
Selangan Batu SQ up
US$140-150 (
Solomon Isands

Forestry Department Indicative FOB Prices and SIFIA's forecast price trend


      Forestry Department    SIFIA


        Indicative Price
 Forecast



per Cu.m          Movement

Group 1A

Kwila

US$120
no change

Group 1B

Palaquium
US$ 95

no change 

Planchonella
     ''

no change 

Calophyllum
     ''

no change 

Pometia
     ''

no change 

Gonostylus


no change 

Schizomeria
     ''
 
no change 

Group 2

Canarium
US$ 80

no change 

Burckella
     ''

no change 

Terminalia
     ''

no change 

Group 3

Dillenia

US$ 75-80
no change 

Celtis

US$ 75-80
no change 

Alstonia
     ''

no change 

Dysoxylum
     ''

no change 

Eugenia
     ''

no change 

Endospermum
     ''

no change 

Vitex

 US$120
no change 

Amoora
 US$90

no change 

Group 4

Campnospermum  US$75-80
no change 

Parinari 
    US$70    
no change 

Marathes       
       '' 

no change 

Mixed white     
       ''

no change 

Mixed red
        ''
   
no change 

Low Grade Logs  US$70
no change 

Cameroon Log Prices

FOB


per Cu.m

N'Gollon 70cm+ LM-C
FFR 1475 (
Ayous     80cm+LM-C
FFR 1075

Sapele     80cm+LM-C
FFR 1750

Iroko
   70cm+LM-C
FFR 1650

Myanmar

Latest available prices.

Logs per Hoppus ton FOB 

Logs 
              per Hoppus ton FOB
  

Teak

March

April

3rd Grade
US$3368
-

4th Grade
US$2899     US$2950 (
SG-1 Grade
US$2089     US$2265 (
SG-2 Grade
US$1520     US$1494 (
SG-3 Grade
-

-

SG-4 Grade
US$980      US$973 (
Padauk

3rd Grade
-

-

4th Grade
-

-

Assorted
US$701
-

Pyinkado
US$241
US$237 (
Gurjan

US$184
US$186 (
Thingan
US$307
-

Yamane
US$235
-

Hnaw

US$369
US$353

Ingyin

-

US$175

Sagawa

-

US$260

Thit Kar
-

US$215

Hoppus ton equivalent to 1.8 Cu.m.  Teak 3-4th Grade for sliced veneer.  Teak grade 1-4 for sawmilling.   SG Grade 3 3ft - 4ft 11" girth, other grades 5ft girth minimum.

Papua New Guinea

FOB

 
per Cu.m 

Taun


US$70 (
Calophyllum

US$70 (
Group 2

Amoora, Hopea

US$55-60 (
Group 3

Celtis, Watergum
US$45-50 (
Group 4

Mixed Reds/Whites
US$40 (
Gabon Log Prices

The SNBG price list does not now reflect the current market situation.  Recent offers by SNBG, which are some 20-30% below the list price, are still well above what the market in Asia can accept.   Stock levels in the supply countries have increased considerably it is reported.

Okoume, FOB

per Cu.m

Grade

LM


F.CFA 147000


QS


F.CFA 130000


CI

  
F.CFA 100000


CE

  
F.CFA   90000

CS

  
F.CFA   70000


Ozigo, FOB            
per Cu.m

Grade
        

LM


F.CFA 104000

QS

  
F.CFA 100000 

CI

  
F.CFA   80000

CE

  
F.CFA   60000

Agba


F.CFA
 55000

Niangon

F.CFA 78000

Sapelli


F.CFA  85000

Faro


F.CFA  90000 

Padouk


F.CFA  95000

Indonesia

The Government has reportedly announced the introduction of the resource rent tax on Indonesian timber companies to replace royalties.  This was announced in the Government Regulation NO. 51/1998 dated 20 April 1998 and states that forest concessionaires are liable for the resource rent tax for every forest product they collect from the forest.   The resource rent tax will will be levied on the timber companies net revenues at a rate to be based upon on the average prices in the international market.   This tax will come into effect after the Minister of Forestry and Plantations and the Minister of Finance issue their decree on the rates.  

Meanwhile companies meeting the requirements for log exporting will be allowed to do so as long as they can also ensure that the country's forest resources and the enviroment are not disturded by their activity.   This decision is stipulated in a Decree from the Minister of Industry and Trade dated 20 April 1998.   Under this Decree exports duties on logs and sawntimber have been redued from 200 % to 30 % as of 15 April 1998.   Log exporters are required to report their monthly exports, in advance, to the Director of Exports, Ministry of Industry and Trade

Domestic Log Prices

Brazil

The domestic market continues to be weak.  Prices for tropical timber have remained stable due only to rains in the Amazon region which has reduced supply.

Rains in Roraima State have put an end to the forest fires.   An evaluation reveals that  the area burned is much smaller than originally reported.

The Ministry of Environment has been retained and so the projected changes in the administration of IBAMA did not take place, reports say the organisation will be reorganised shortly.  IBAMA has hired consultants to find alternatives for a structural reform of the organisation. 

Logs at mill yard

per Cu.m

Mahogany Ist Grade

US$350

Ipe



US$66

Jatoba



US$48

Guaruba


US$39

Mescla(white virola)

US$56

Indonesia

The Indonesian Ecolabeling Agency (LEI) has announced that it is ready to assess Indonesian timber companies for environment sound practices and to issue certification where appropriate. Emil Salim, the chairman of LEI, says that in co-operation with the Ministry of Forestry and the association of Indonesian Forest Concessionaires (APHI), ecolabeling procedures and criteria have been developed. 

Ministry data is showing that only 70 per cent of the country's concessionaires were considered prepared for ecolabeling implementation in the year 2000.  LEI is receiving support from both the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) and the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry to set up training programmes to produce professional experts, capable of independently assessing management practices of forest concessionaires.

Domestic log prices
per Cu.m

Plywood logs


    Face Logs

US$70-90 (
    Core logs

US$40-50 (
Sawlogs (Merantis')
US$50-80 (
Falkata logs

US$40-50 (
Rubberwood

US$28-30

Pine


US$52-60

Mahoni


US$350-380

Malaysia

In Peninsular Malaysia the Timber Trade Federation (TTFM) has called for a uniform implementation of royalty rates for logging in all states in the country. The implementation of rates in Kedah, Perak and Negeri Sembilan in January 1997 saw increases of between 100% and 300% and has affected loggers adversely and forced them to absorb increasing costs of production.   The federation wants the authorities to reduce rates to a "comfortable level" in line with the other states.

Logs

Domestic (SQ ex-log yard)   per Cu.m

DR Meranti
 
US$120-130 (   

Balau


US$110-120 (
Merbau


US$120-130

Peeler Core logs
US$60-70

Rubberwood 

US$22-25

Keruing

US$130-135 (
Peru

Domestic Log Prices Pucallpa









      per Cu.m

Caoba

(Swietenia macrophylla)       US$275 (
Capirona

(Calycophylum spruceanum)US$41 (
Catahua (Hura crepitans)      US$16 (
Cedro (Cedrela odorata)
       US$134 (
Estoraque

(Miroxilon balsamun)
       US$43 (
Huayruro (Ormosia sp)
       US$45 (
Tornillo

(Cedrelinga catenaeformis)   US$72 (
International Sawnwood Prices

Brazil

Export Sawnwood  
per Cu.m

Mahogany KD FAS FOB

UK market

US$980

Jatoba Green (dressed)US$520

Asian Market


   Guaruba

no business

   Angelim pedra
no business 

   Mandioqueira
no business 

Pine (AD)

US$150

Peru

Export Sawnwood FOBCallao/Lima



     
per Cu.m

Caoba (Mahogany)
US$838 (
Cedro
(Red Cedar)
US$540

Cumala (Virola)
US$211

Ghana

Rough Sawn Prices FOB

Niangon for France
per Cu.m

25 x 100 mm

32 x 100 mm

Lengths 1.5m - 4.0m
DM730 

Afzelia


per Cum

31 x 81mm and 105mm

AD


DM840

KD


DM960

Wawa Boules, FOB



For Germany, France,UK and Italy

Thicknesss 16-100mm

Width 100mm and up

Length 1.8m&up mostly 3-4m






per Cu.m 

Air Dry


DM310-350

Kiln Dry

DM390-500

Wawa Square Edged AD Lumber

Squares 23x23mm up to 75x75mm

Boards 100mm & up 

width 0.9m & up Length  DM300-505

Wawa Square Edged KD Lumber

range


DM400-600

Plantation Teak

Flooring Specs for 

Hong Kong and Macau
US$630-700

Garden Furniture blanks 

for UK


US$900-1200

Malaysia

Changes in Export Levy Structure

Group  A  all were RM250 per Cu.m, 

Chengal, Damar Minyak, Nyatoh

Red Balau Kembang Semangkok 

unchanged at RM250 per Cu.m.

Jelutong, Ramin, Levy now suspended

Group B

Dark Red Meranti,Light Red Meranti


Red Meranti, Melantai, White Meranti /Melapi, Sepetir
, White Seraya, Balau, Bintangor, Durian, Gerongang, Kempas, Melunak, Merbau, Mersawa, Perupok


was RM180/120 per Cu.m,      

Levy now suspended

Rubberwood, suspended but subject to quota

Strips of :

Jelutong, Dark Red Meranti, Light Red Meranti, Red Meranti, Red Seraya  

was zero rated     now RM120 per Cu.m

Group C

Other species 

were  RM40 per Cu.m, 

Levy now suspended

Wood Products Levies per Cu.m

Railway sleepers & crossings, transmission, poles, unassemble pallets, fine-ripped, stiles, agriculture stakes, stiffeners for flake-board railway crossings, fenders & walings  was RM40Levy now suspended

Dressed timber (S4S), E1E, E2E, E3E & E4E of species other than Rubberwood & Chengal was RM40     now suspended

Finger-jointed and/or laminated sawntimber of species other than Rubberwood & Chengal, 

was RM40   Levy now suspended

Dressed Timber (S4S), E1E, E2E, E3E, & E4E of Rubberwood and Chengal(subject to quota) Unchanged at RM120

Finger-jointed and/or laminated sawntimberof Rubberwood and Chengal Unchanged at RM80

Sawn Timber 

Export(FOB)

per Cu.m

Dark Red Meranti (2.5ins x 6ins & up)

GMS select & better (KD)US$420-450

Seraya

Scantlings (75x125 KD)US$540-560 (
Sepetir Boards

US$180-200 (
Perupok (25mm&37mm KD)





US$700-720 (
K.Semangkok

(25mm&37mmKD)
US$680-700 (
Taiwan Province of China, Imports

Rubberwood

per Cu.m

25mm boards

US$250-260

50-75mm squares
US$280-300

75-100mm squares
US$350-360

Sepetir

GMS (AD)

US$210-230

Ramin less than 2 ft.
US$490-520

       greater than 2 ft.
US$580-600

Oak 25mm  boards
US$800-830

Maple


US$1400-1500

Cherry


US$1300-1400

Domestic Sawnwood Prices

Brazil

Sawnwood (Green ex-mill)

Northern Mills

per Cu.m

Mahogany

US$701

Ipe


US$416

Jatoba


US$357

Eucalyptus AD

US$148

Southern Mills

Pine (KD) First Grade
US$155

Peru




per Cu.m

Caoba

(Swietenia macrophylla)  US$681 (
Capirona

(Calycophylum spruceanum)US$121 (
Catahua (Hura crepitans)      US$61 (
Cedro (Cedrela odorata)
       US$348 (
Huayruro (Ormosia sp)
       US$151 (
Shihuahuaco (Dipterex sp)   US$151 (
Tornillo

(Cedrelinga catenaeformis)   US$189 (
 Copaiba (Copaifera)
        US$132 (
Ghana

Dahoma, Chenchen, Antiaris




per Cu.m

Mill Run 50x150mm
US$95-125

50x100mm

US$72-105

50x50mm

US$105-150

25x300mm

US$72-105

Mixed Redwood

40x300x3.6m

US$105-240

Indonesia

Sawn timber

Domestic construction material

Kampar

AD  6x12-15x400cm
US$230-240 (
KD


US$310-330 (
AD  3x20x400cm
US$300-320 (
KD


US$400-410 (
Keruing 

AD  6x12-15cmx400
US$200-220 (
AD  2x20cmx400
US$210-230 (
AD  3x30cmx400
US$250-260 ( 

Malaysia

Sawnwood

         per Cu.m

Balau(25&50mm,100mm+)US$160-170(
Kempas50mm by

     (75,100&125mm)
       US$100-120

Red Meranti

(22,25&30mm by180+mm) US$200-210(
Rubberwood

25mm & 50mm Boards
       US$140-150


50mm squares
       US$190-200


75mm+

       US$210-220

Myanmar



       per ton  (1.4Cu.m)

Sawn 6 ft. and up length

Teak


Kyat 70,000 (
Pyinkado

Kyat 60,000 (
Padauk


Kyat 60,000

Gurjan


Kyat 35,000 (
Mixed Species

Kyat 25,000 (
International Plywood and Veneer Prices

Indonesia

Plywood (export, FOB)

MR,


per Cu.m

Grade BB/CC      

2.7mm


US$240-260 (
3mm


US$220-230

6mm 


US$200

Ghana

Rotary Cut Veneer FOB




per Cu.m

Face Veneer

1-1.6mm

Ceiba


US$280

Koto 30% jointed allowed




US$640

Plywood 1220 x 2440mm Grade c/c WBP FOB Ceiba for the German market



per Cu.m

4mm

DM735

6mm

DM623

9mm

DM613

12mm

DM600

15mm

DM587

18mm

DM573

Brazilian Plywood and Veneer

Exports of tropical timber from Brazil continue to decline.  Brazilian plywood exporters are not able to compete with Asian producers.    Practically all plywood mills have reduced production, and many, especially the export oriented ones located in the north,  are about to close down. 

The veneer market, that used to be strong in Asia, is no longer sales are now restricted to some countries in the middle east and USA.  Tropical , timber exports are also weak  but less affected by demand in Asia.

Veneer
FOB

per Cu.m

White Virola Face

2.5mm


US$240-300

Pine Veneer (C/D)
US$165-190



Mahogany Veneer
per Sq.m

0.7mm


US$2.61

Plywood FOB

per Cu.m

White Virola (US Market)

  5.2mm OV2 (MR)
US$340

  15mm BB/CC (MR)
US$280

For Caribbean countries

White Virola 4mm
US$400

                      9mm
US$310

Pine USA market

  9mm C/CC (WBP)
US$240

  15mm C/CC (WBP)
US$230

Malaysian Plywood

Changes in Export levies.

Veneer






Unchanged at RM250 per Cu.m

Plywood  

Was RM40 per Cu.m.    

Levy now suspended

MR  Grade BB/CC FOB




per Cu.m

2.7mm


US$280-290 (
3mm


US$240-250

3.6mm


US$210-220

9-18mm

US$180-190 (
Domestic plywood 

3.6mm


US$210-240 (
9-18mm

US$200-220 (
Myanmar

Hardwood plywood, FOB.

Prices remain unchanged.  No plywood export sales were registered in April.  Demand is very weak.   The following were the latest FOB prices.




per Cu.m

9mm BB/CC

US$300

9mm Utility

US$281

9mm B2

US$262

9mm B3

US$244

15mm BB/CC

US$289

15mm Utility

US$267

15mm B2

US$256

15mm B3

US$233

Domestic Plywood Prices

Brazil

Rotary Cut  Veneer

(ex-mill Northern Mill)

per Cu.m

White Virola Face

US$165

White Virola Core

US$130

Plywood

(ex-mill Southern Mill)


Grade MR


per Cu.m

4mm White Virola

US$560

15mm
White Virola

US$370

4mm Mahogany 1 face

US$1,200

Indonesia

Domestic MR plywood

(Jarkarta)

per Cu.m

9mm


US$230-250 (
12mm


US$230-240 (
15mm


US$210-220 (
18mm


US$200-220 (
Other Panel Product Prices

Brazil 

Export Prices

Blockboard  18mm
per Cu.m

White Virola Faced


B/C 


US$240 (
Domestic Prices

Ex-mill Southern Region
per Cu.m

Blockboard

15mm White Virola Faced
US$471

15mm Mahogany Faced

US$850

Particleboard

15mm



US$238

Indonesia 

Other Panels
         
per Cu.m

Export Particleboard FOB

9-18mm

US$85-110 (
Domestic Particleboard

9mm


US$150 (
12-15mm

US$130-150 (
18mm


US$110-130 (
MDF  Export (FOB)

12-18mm

US$135-160 (
Domestic 12-18mm 
US$180-200 (
Taiwan Province of China, Imports

MDF


per Cu.m

Domestic Prices




3mm thick

US$220-230 (
16-18mm x 4' x 8'
US$160-180 (
Particleboard

per Cu.m

12-18mm (4x8)

US$130-150 (
Malaysia

Particleboard (FOB)
per Cu.m

6mm & above

US$100-130

Domestic

6mm & above

US$130-140

MDF (FOB)

per Cu.m

Less than5mm

US$160-180

Greater than 6mm
US$135-150 (
Domestic Price

US$160-180

Prices of Added Value Products

Indonesia

Mouldings

Ramin casings

per Cu.m

(for the Italian market) 
US$700-720 (
Laminated Scantlings
US$420-450 (
Laminated Boards



Falkata wood

US$280-300

Red Meranti Mouldings

11x68/92mm x 7ft up


Grade A

US$650-680

Grade B

US$450-480


Malaysia

Mouldings (FOB)
per Cu.m

Selagan Batu Decking
US$530-540 (
Laminated Scantlings

72mmx86mm

US$480-500

Red Meranti Mouldings

11x68/92mm x 7ft up


Grade A

US$630-680

Grade B

US$520

Other News From Malaysia

POSIM Bhd, a subsidiary of the Lion Group, is expected to sign a joint-venture agreement with China and the Sabah government to set up a paper mill and a plantation and logging company in Sabah. 

The joint-venture project, one of the biggest foreign investments by China in Southeast Asia, is believed to be worth US$1.32bil.

The paper mill in Sabah is expected to manufacture between 500,000 and 750,000 tonnes of pulp a year for the export market, mostwill go to China. Under the agreement, China will hold 60% stake in the pulp and paper mill company while Posim and Sabah state government will hold the remaining 40%. The project will be on some 220,000ha near Kota Kinabalu.

Ghana

Wawa

10mmx23mmx2.16m - 2.45m per Cu.m

some black spots allowed
DM 900

Finger jointed mouldings
DM 850

With 30% Filled holes

DM 550

5mmx24mmx2.43m

DM1200

Dahoma

Blanks KD 20% No defects

25mmx90mmx510, 533, 1000, 1273

1800



Stg505

Albizzia Blanks

25mmx90mmx510, 533, 1000, 1273

1800



Stg505

Odum Blanks

KD 14% PAR

25,28x66,  90x674,728,762  Stg660-780  (for the Irish market)

Vietnam

Vietnam will promote timber imports and apply the lower import duty rates following a decision by Prime Minister Phan Van Khai recently.  The Finance Ministry has been assigned the task of adjusting  import duty rates on timber in a way that will boost imports.  But tighter controls will be imposed on exports of products made of wood from natural forests. 

Rubberwood Parts and Furniture

Malaysia

Finger jointed

per Cu.m
    

laminated boards
US$580-590 (
top grade

US$620-640 (
Dining table

Solid rubberwood laminated top 3' x 5'

with extension leaf
US$30-35ea

Same with 

Oak veneered MDF
US$45-50ea

Windsor Chair

US$8.0-8.5ea

Colonial Chair

US$10.0-12.0ea

Queen Anne Chair (with soft seat)

without arm

US$14-16ea

with arm

US$17-20ea

Brazil

The North American market is strong, but has been affected by over supply.  Many exporters have reported pressure to lower prices.   Some value added products such as pine clear blocks and mouldings are presently at very low  price levels. 

Edge Glued Pine Panel




per Cu.m

for Korea 1st Grade
no business 



Last price US$570

US Market

     US$500

Taiwan Province of China 

Furniture

Dining suite  (FOB)

Oak Veneered MDF tables and 

chairs (6 per set)  4ft dia.



 US$110-120per set  

Dining table Cheery veneer

Occasional table Cherry veneer

top 2ftx4ft
US$20-25ea

Report From Japan

Asian Log, Lumber and Panel Prices


Prices have weakened slightly in the past 14 days

 Logs For Plywood Manufacturing




CIF Price Yen per Koku

Meranti (Hill, Sarawak) 

Medium Mixed


6,000 

Meranti (Hill, Sarawak)

STD Mixed


5,800

Meranti (Hill, Sarawak)

Small  Lot

(SM60%, SSM40%)

5,300

Taun, Calophyllum (PNG) 

and others


5,300

Mix Light Hardwood

(PNG G3-G5 grade)

4,000

Okume (Gabonese)

8,300

Keruing (Sarawak)

Medium  MQ & up

7,800

Kapur (Sarawak) Medium

MQ & up


6,500

Logs For Sawmilling    FOB Price Yen per Koku

Melapi (Sarawak)

Select



9,500

Agathis (Sarawak)

Select



 8,500

Lumber

FOB Price Yen per Cu.m

White Seraya (Sabah)

24x150mm, 4m 1st grade
100,000

Mixed Seraya  24x48mm,

1.8 - 4m, S2S


40,000

Red Oak 5/4x6 ins and wider

FAS  (US East Coast)

125,000

March Wholesale Prices



Report from Korea

Domestic Wholesale Prices

Sarawak Meranti
per Cu.m

Regular

W299,700-280,500

Solomon Taun

Regular


W249,750

Solomon Taun

Low grade

W199,800

Solomon Dillenia

Low grade
W199,800-183,150

New Zealand 

Radiata Pine
W114,000-105,000

Plywood and Other Panels

Plywood, Combi 




per Cu.m

12mm 4' x 8' Type 1
W15,500

12mm 4' x 8' Type 2
W15,000

12mm 3' x 6' Type 1
W9,000

12mm 3' x 6' Type 2 
W8,300

Tego Plywood

12mm  4' x 8'

W24,000

12mm  3' x 6'

W14,000

Particleboard

12mm  4' x 8'

W7,000

15mm  4' x 8'

W7,500

18mm  4' x 8'

W9,000

Report From China

Prices falling

Influenced by the financial turmoil in Southeast Asia, the price of imported timber and plywood in China's timber markets has been declining  since the second half of last year.  Price have  gone down to their lowest level in  10 years.  At  present, Lauan plywood (3mm X 1220 x 2440) from Indonesia, is down to 30-31 yuan per sheet, and that from Malaysia to 30 yuan per sheet, this represents a drop of 10 yuan per sheet compared to last year.  On the futures market, the price has gone down to 25.60 yuan per sheet. 

The CIF price of sawnwood from Southeast Asia  is down to 2600 yuan per cubic metre, a fall of  800 yuan compared to the same period of last year.  Due to falling plywood prices, Okoume logs from Gabon and Congo are not moving and stock levels are very high.  Prices are down to 1620 yuan per cubic metre, down by 900 yuan over the same period  last year.

The price of plywood from Indonesia is down to US$260, a fall of over 40% over last year's price.  Meanwhile, the export price of sawnwood from Southeast is also falling fast.   The Okoume log at stocks in Shanghai and other parts of Eastern China are around 200,000 cubic metres.  Okoume logs were selling at 2500 yuan per cubic metre last year, however, to move current stocks the timber companies will have to have to sell below the imported price.

US timber supplies have also been seriously affected.  Since Japan and Korea reduced their US timber imports, the price of American timber has declining sharply.  Korea has virtually stopped timber imports, and Japan's imports are down by around 40%.  At the present time, the CIF price of Alaskan spruce has fallen to US$680 per thousand board feet. Douglas fir is down to US$720 per thousand board feet, a fall of over 20%.  In China's timber markets, Douglas fir logs are selling at a low of 1350 yuan per cubic metre,  a fall of 300 yuan per cubic metre in a year.   In addition, the price of rosewood and teak, imported from neighbouring countries, has also fallen.

China's timber sector is facing problems as a result of declining prices for imported timber.   Timber consumers are benefiting from falling prices however, timber dealers and plywood manufacturers are facing stock devaluations and difficulty in selling stocks. Analysts in China consider prices to be at the bottom, and that a rebound is possible when the financial situation in SE Asia improves.

Scots Pine logs

It is just reported from Lian Yun Gang harbor, Jiangsu Province that dealers buying Scots Pine logs from Russia recently.  The harbour handles nearly 10,000 cubic metres from Russia every month.  The log are sold mainly in Shangdong province and the north part of Jiangsu province.  The species is very popular because of its good timber properties and nice-looking grain, suitable for interior decoration in China.




yuan per Cu.m

Shanghai                 




Radiate pine log

length:6m, dia. 26cm+

780 (
Douglas fir log ( mixed)

1350 (
Lauan log ( mixed)

2250

Merbau Log


2400

White oak lumber  2 ins

12500

Canadian sawlog  4m+

1600

US maple lumber 2 ins

12500

Teak sawlog 4 m+g

8200

Flooring


yuan /pc

T&G Cherry 1.8x9.1x76
120-140

T&G Elm 1.6x5x60-90

125-140

T&G Beech 1.6x5x60-90 
150-170

Beijing


    yuan per Cu.m

Lauan log ( mixed)

3900

Keruing log 


3900

Teak sawlog  4m+

10000

Qindau

Douglas fir log ( mixed)

1200

White oak lumber

 2 inches thick


11600

American maple lumber 

2 inches


9500

Keruing log 


1100

Nanjing

Douglas fir log


1600

Lauan log


2800

Teak sawlog 4 m+

9500

Sawlog from SE Asia

4000

Hangzhou

Douglas Fir sawlog length:

 more than 4m


1350

Douglas fir log


1600 

Guanzhou

Keruing log 


1800

White oak sawnwood

11,000

Canadian sawnlog 

length: 4m+


1400

US maple Lumber 2 ins

10,000

Teak sawlog 4 m+

8500

Sawlog from SE Asia

3000 (
Hong Kong  CIF





per Cu.ft

Sarawak Logs mixed 54"-71"
HK$20

Meranti Sawnwood Sabah HK$43-46





per Sq.ft

Taiwanese Ply 2.7mm

HK$1.8

Taiwanese Ply 3mm

HK$1.9

Malaysian Ply 12mm
  HK$3.5-4.0

Malaysian Ply 18mm
  HK$4.2-4.5

South Korean Ply 12mm HK$3.2-3.5

South Korean Ply 18mm HK$4.4-4.7

Philippine Ply 12mm
  HK$3.3-3.6

Philippine Ply 18mm
  HK$4.2-4.3 (
Wholesale Prices Indonesian and Malaysian plywood 3mm  1220x2440




yuan per sheet

Beijing


35

Shanghai

33

Harbin


41

Shenyan

40

Zhengzhou 

34

Lanzhou 

48

Shijiaozhuang

45

Yingchuan 

42

Xian
 

30 (
Jinan 


40

Hefei


40

Qindau


40

Chongqing

38

Chengdu

36

Nanjing


41

Hangzhou

37

Wuhai


31

Changsha

38

Guanzhou

32

World Forestry Institute, Chinese Academy of Forestry 

In order to strengthen the systemic study of forestry and to exchange ideas with foreign forestry institutions and international forestry organizations to propel  forestry establishment, reform and the opening to the world, a World Forestry Institute of the Chinese Academy of Forestry has been formally founded.

 The main tasks are: to conduct research on world forestry development strategies and forestry policies; to examine the status and trends in the overseas forestry development; to gather, analyze, research and report on world forestry; to probe the issues of today's forestry and propose measures to be taken; to study the experiences and lessons of the state forestry development; to examine the general situation of forestry development of all countries in the world and global production, trade and future trend of forest products; to provide a reference point for information for national forestry administrative institutions to help them make decisions; and to provide consultation services for forest enterprises.

From Europe an Update on France

In a recent report, CSIL of Italy has reported that, after six years of negative performance, in 1997 the consumption of office furniture in France registered a 2.7% increase (at constant prices) and CSIL expects a further 3.5% growth in 1998.  As far as prices are concerned, in 1997 a 2% increase on 1996 levels was recorded and a further 2% growth is expected in 1998.


A new Russian-French furniture joint venture has started operation in the town of Balakovo (Volga region). The French shareholder is Seribo, which by the end of the year will start sending furniture components to Russia for assembly: only by mid-1999 the Russian-French company will start manufacturing furniture components by itself.  The annual turnover of the company is expected to be about US$ 167 million and the plant will produce 700 furniture units/year mainly for the Russian market

Manufacturers Prices in France

Venetian Blind 120x150cm      FFR2,376

Solid Wooden Doors

Upper Price, Oak,
           FFR10,018

Medium Price, Oak,
           FFR7,920

Lower Price, Oak,
           FFR6,073

Kitchen Chairs

Medium Price, Beech,  

FFR246( 

Lower Price, Beech,

FFR147(
Dining Chair

Upper Price,  Solid Cherry
FFR1,690 

Medium Price, Beech  

FFR280

Lower Price, Beech,  

FFR190(
Kitchen Table

Medium Price, Beech

100x70cm


FF590(
Lower Price, Melamine 

Covered 115x74cm

FFR250(
Dining Table

Upper Price, Cherry

150x90cm

       FFR11,9 00 

Lower Price, Softwood

115x74cm

         FFR1,051(
Kitchen Doors

Upper Price, Solid Oak, 

58.8x49.5cm


FFR588(
Medium Price, Solid Oak,

58.8x49.5cm New Line
  
FFR316(
Lower Price, Solid Oak

58.8x49.5cm New Line

FFR277(
Mouldings


per lin. m

Medium Price, Pine

1.4x4.8cm


FFR8.56

Lower Price, Pine 

1.0x2.9cm


FFR5.05

Other News from Europe

According to Findomestic, in 1997 sales of furniture in Italy totalled L 21,000 billion, with kitchens accounting for L 5,574 billion, bedrooms for L 5,120 billion, living rooms for L 3,894 billion, upholstered furniture for 2,577 billion and children's furniture for 2,166 billion.  In 1998 Findomestic expects an increase in sales to L 21,800 billion and a 1.9% increase in prices.


The latest Istat data reveals that in 1997 furniture sales in Italy registered a 2.4% increase compared to 1996; overseas sales increased by 3.1%, while those from the domestic market increased by 1.9%.  Orders increased by 3.9% (+5.5% from overseas).  Retail sales grew by 2.8% in the domestic market and by 16.9% in non-EU countries (to L 6,659 billion), while a 10% drop was registered in the demand from EU countries to L 7,173 billion. 


In 1997 Danish furniture exports registered a 3% increase to DKr 13 billion, while imports increased by 23% to DKr 3.8 billion. Danish furniture production was worth DKr 16 billion (+6% compared to 1996), accounting for 45% of furniture sales in Denmark. 


Sawnwood Prices in the UK

FOB plus Commission
per Cu.m

Teak 1st Quality 1"x8"x8'
Stg2655

Brazilian Mahogany


FAS 25mm


Stg712

Tulipwood FAS 25mm

Stg235

Cedro FAS 25mm

Stg425

DR Meranti Sel/Btr 25mm
Stg290 (
Keruing Std/Btr 25mm

Stg210

Sapele
FAS 25mm

Stg315 (
Iroko
FAS 25mm

Stg320 (
Khaya
FAS 25mm

Stg310

Utile
FAS 25mm

Stg340 (
Wawa
No1. C&S 25mm
Stg192

Plywood and MDF in the UK

CIF 



per Cu.m

Brazilian WBP BB/CC 6mm
US$450

      "  Mahogany 6mm

US$1290

Indonesian WBP BB/B 6mm prices uncertain, traders are reporting very mixed price structures

Eire, MDF BS1142

per 10 Sq.m

12mm



Stg33 (
Manufactured Items



CIF
Wholesale

Carolina Door
US$25.50   Stg34/38 (
Directors Chair
US$9.00
Stg9.00

8" Wood 

Salad bowl
Stg2.00

Stg5.00

US Report

Over the past two years, there has been little variation in prices of primary and secondary wood products.  With the exception of particleboard and MDF, prices have been increasing and have grown at record (or near-record) rates. This pattern has changed in recent months.  While prices are still on a general upward trend, the rate of increase has flattened off, and in a few instanced declining price trends have been appearing especially since the beginning of the year.  This observation applies in particular to raw-materials rather than to finished products.  It can be concluded that the profit margins of secondary wood product manufacturers are improving. 

Wooden Raw-Materials

Both rough and dressed hardwood lumber prices reached a peak in January 1998. Thereafter, prices for most species, in most growing regions, started to soften.  The decline is most pronounced for Hard Maple from northern regions. Prices for hardwood veneer and plywood have also weakening considerably recently. 

The current price weakness must be judged against earlier price advances, it must be remembered that many raw materials are still substantially higher than one year ago. For instance, the price of kiln dried Hard Maple lumber from the Appalachian region advanced by more than 17% last year.  The recent decline represents only a very small correction.  The price index for dressed hardwood lumber is still 8.5% higher than twelve months earlier, and genuine Mahogany lumber costs 10% more now than a year ago.   Exceptions are provided by veneer and plywood with prices virtually unchanged from one year ago. 

The most of the higher value hardwoods are resisting the general downward trend and prices are still moving higher.  Cherry lumber costs almost 1.5 percent more than one month ago, with green lumber feeling most of the price pressure.   Also, prices of imported  Mahogany and Meranti lumber, while not further escalating, managed to maintain their historically high levels. 

Concerning particleboard and MDF, it is a familiar story.   Mill capacity and the supply of the materials exceeds demand by a wide margin and, as a result of this imbalance,  prices continue to drop.  This year alone, the price index for MDF lost almost 5 percentage points.  As of March 1998, MDF can be obtained at prices 11% below those of March 1997, and the corresponding discount for particleboard is 6%. On the positive side, MDF is reaping the benefits of the lower prices.  Its usage is growing fast, mainly to the detriment of particleboard. 

The table below lists the lumber price movements by selected species and major growing region during the month of April 1998.

Prices for 1000 board feet (MBF), 1 inch thick, top quality)

Mahogany (at West coast port of entry)


KD US$2885 No Change


AD US$2525 No Change 

Meranti (at West coast port of entry)

Clear, dark red


KD US$2385  No change

Clear, light red



KD US$2220  No change

Cherry

Appalachians KD US$2610  ( US$30


          AD US$2045  ( US$35

Hard Maple

Northern Region KD US$2060   ( US$95



   AD US$1710  ( US$90

Appalachians
   KD US$2010  ( US$80



   AD US$1705  ( US$70

Red Oak

Northern Region KD US$1603   ( US$10 



    AD US$1300 ( US$10 

Southern Region KD US$1308  no change



    AD US$1030 ( US$10

Appalachians      KD US$1473  ( US$5



  AD US$1155  no change

White Oak

Northern Region KD US$1360  no change 



    AD US$985  ( US$15

Southern Region KD US$1275   ( US$10



  AD US$940    no change

Appalachians      KD US$1403   ( US$20 



  AD US$1078  no change

Walnut

Appalachians
  KD US$1943  no change 



  AD US$1385  no change

Finished and Semi-finished Wooden Products

 In contrast to the raw-materials, prices for most finished and semi-finished wooden products are still on an uninterrupted upward trend.  With the exception of wooden doors and wood mouldings, prices of all products monitored stood at a record level as of  April 1998.  The price index for living room cabinets is 4.9% higher than one year ago, and the price advance for office desks amounts to 3.8%.  Furniture consumption in the United States is in high gear and the underlying economic fundamentals suggest a continuation of this favourable trend.  Last year, Americans purchased household furniture for US$53.3 billion which was 7.6% above 1996.  Growth for the remainder of this century is forecast by AKTRIN to be around 5%, which would bring the market value to US$56 billion and US$59 billion in 1998 and 1999 respectively.

The recent price declines for wooden doors and mouldings is the result of the slower housing market.  In 1997, 1.47 million new dwellings have been built.  This year, new starts may fall to 1.43 million and 1.38 million next year.  Surprisingly enough, wooden windows have not yet been affected by the slower housing activity probably because of the replacement market.  Nevertheless, it is reported that window prices have peaked and they will soon follow the trend of doors and mouldings. 

Compiled by AKTRIN from various sources including Hardwood Review, www.Hardwoodreview.com



ITTO FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME GRANTS
   ITTO offers grants for training and technology transfer through its fellowship             programme to promote human resource development, development of downstream timber industries and  institutional strengthening in the forestry sectors of member countries. The priority areas are: Forest Industry; Economic Information and Market Intelligence; and Reforestation and Forest Management. Grants are provided for a variety of activities including: study tours of forests, mills and research institutions;  participation in conferences, workshops and training courses;  postgraduate programmes (partial tuition grants), not including Ph.D.;  short-term research; technology transfer to tropical producer member countries; and preparation of technical documents.

    Applications are required to conform with ITTO’s general objectives in respect of sustainable forest management, utilisation and trade and, in particular, the Year 2000 Objective. The grant is a maximum of US$12,000. Only nationals of ITTO member countries are eligible to apply.

    A Fellowship Selection Committee appraises applications at the ITTO Council Sessions in May and November/December each year. Applicants should note that grant funded activities should not start until at least one month after the relevant Council Session. The next deadline for applications is 3 September 1998 and this is for activities that can begin in December 1998 at the earliest.

Further details and application forms (in English, French or Spanish) are available from: Dr. Chisato Aoki, Fellowship Programme, ITTO,  

E-mail   itto@mail.itto-unet.ocn.ne.jp
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