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Twenty-fifth Anniversary Celebration of the Establishment of the International Tropical Timber Organization
Yokohama, Japan, 28 October 2011
Statement by 

Mr. Bilé Joachim Allogho,

Chairperson of the 

International Tropical Timber Council

Your Excellencies, Ministers of State and Members of the Diplomatic Corps,
Your Excellency, Mayor of the City of Yokohama,
Executive Directors, Past and Present,
Heads of Organizations and Departments,
Distinguished Invited Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to be given this opportunity to address this august gathering on the occasion of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary Celebration of the establishment of the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO). 
On this historic occasion, on behalf of the Council and on my own personal behalf, I would like to express my sincere and profound gratitude and appreciation to our host, the Government and People of Japan. It is no gainsaying that this Organization has matured into a formidable, well respected international organization thanks to the generosity and good nurturing by our host country, Japan. I, therefore, would like to take this opportunity to thank the Prime Minister, H. E. Mr. Yoshihiko Noda, the government and people of this country who have supported ITTO since its establishment. My gratitude to our host country would not be complete if I fail to show my appreciation to our benevolent city, Yokohama. Let me, therefore,  now turn my attention to our beautiful host city, and to thank  Madam Fumiko Hayashi, Mayor of the City of Yokohama, under whose leadership the cordial relationship between the City of Yokohama and ITTO has continued to grow from strength to strength. Again, on behalf of the International Tropical Timber Council, let me warmly thank the good and friendly people of Yokohama for hosting this Organization and providing the ambience and warmth for ITTO and the many foreign staff living in this beautiful city.
Today, we are equally honored with the attendance of Ministers of State from some of our Producer member countries, namely, Cameroon, Indonesia and Brazil.  Permit me to extend a warm welcome to H.E. Dr. Elvis Ngolle Ngolle, Minister of Forests and Wildlife of Cameroon; H. E Mr. Minister of Environment of Brazil; and H. E. Mr.  Minister of Forests of Indonesia.  I am also delighted to welcome our former Executive Directors, Dr. B.C.Y Freezailah and Dr. Manoel Sobral Filho, who shouldered the burden of nurturing this Organization into maturity. Let me also congratulate, our current Executive Director, Mr. Emmanuel Ze Meka on whose shoulders the mantle of leadership of this organization rests. I am confident that under his leadership this Organization will grow even stronger.
Permit me, Your Excellencies to recall the historic United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1992, which adopted the Non-Legally Binding Authoritative Statement of Principles for a Global Consensus on the Management, Conservation and Sustainable Development of All Types of Forests (the UNCED Principles) as the first ever global consensus on the world’s forests, including tropical forests. It is important to note that ITTO’s origin predates the UNCED Forest Principles.  The Organization’s origin can be traced back to 1976 when the long series of negotiations began at the Fourth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) as part of that organization's Programme for Commodities which led to the first International Tropical Timber Agreement,  (ITTA, 1983). ITTO was, consequently, established under the auspices of the United Nations in 1986, here in Yokohama, amid increasing worldwide concern about the fate of tropical forests. 
Your Excellencies, permit me again to recall that the first studies conducted by the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) to examine the state of the tropical forests following the establishment of ITTO in 1986, found that the extent of tropical moist forests being managed for the sustainable production of timber was almost negligible and that the future existence of tropical forests depended on the establishment of sustainable systems of management. For 25 years, the Organization has been working to fill this void, playing a catalytic role with its far-reaching policy development agenda, including pioneering the development of Criteria and Indicators for sustainable forest management in 1992. Now many ITTO producer member countries have adopted the ITTO C&I or developed their own sets based on the ITTO C&I. 

Bringing about change in policies and field practice is a long and inevitably arduous process, but it is happening. Evidence of this can be found in ITTO surveys on the status of forest management in ITTO producer member countries conducted in 1988, 2005 and 2010. The status of tropical forest management report released this year shows that forest policies in the tropics are evolving in line with ITTO’s policy work and that forest management is improving, with the area of forest under SFM increasing from almost zero in 1988 to 53 million hectares in 2010. 

Most of the improvement in forest management in ITTO producer member countries has been due, no doubt, to the efforts of the countries themselves and the hundreds of thousands or millions of forest stakeholders who are striving to improve forest management and forest-based livelihoods as well as the good will of the donor community. The Organization has assisted member countries to implement over one thousand projects in the three tropical regions of Africa, Asia-Pacific, and Latin America. This is a historic achievement, thanks to the donor community, especially the Government of Japan who is the major donor to this Organization. 

Your Excellencies, environmental issues have again gained the attention of the world community, with climate change topping the list.  The world’s environment is in crisis, many economies are also in crisis. The future of our planet is being threatened and we need to wake up.
Let me, therefore, conclude this my short statement by appealing to the donor community to continue to support this Organization to realize the objectives of sustainable development as enshrined in the Rio Declaration.
I thank you very much for your kind attention.

Bilé Joachim Allogho
Chairperson 

International Tropical Timber Council
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