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FINAL DECLARATION

Pericopsis elata is a timber producing species native to countries of West and Central Africa occurring in the Guinean Equatorial Forests. It is currently classified as endangered by IUCN and it is listed in Appendix II by CITES. Legislation and administrative procedures are in place to manage the species in all producing countries but problems of implementation and enforcement remain. 
In compliance with the Project "Ensuring international trade CITES-listed timber species is consistent with their sustainable management and conservation", the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) organized a workshop on sustainable trade of P. elata in Kribi, Cameroon, 2-4 April 2008. The workshop was hosted by the Government of Cameroon, Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife.
The purpose of the workshop was to develop a participatory action plan to ensure that international trade in P. elata is consistent with its sustainable management and conservation in Africa. The workshop developed five thematic areas for the action plan as follows:
1.
Building capacity of exporting and importing countries for CITES implementation.
This would lead to achieving the following outputs:
1a.
Capacity of CITES Scientific Authority to implement CITES effectively improved.
1b.
Capacity of CITES Management Authority to implement CITES effectively improved.
1c.
Awareness and participation of collaborating CITES Authorities increased or improved (at national level).
1d.
Implementation of CITES in importing and exporting countries improved.
1e.
Implementation of CITES monitored.
1f.
Linkages between countries and regional CITES Plants Committee and Standing Committee representatives strengthened.
1g.
Coordination between exporting and importing countries strengthened.
2.
Building capacity of exporting and importing countries to manage P. elata sustainably.
This will be achieved through the following outputs:
2a.
Regional platform for stakeholders involved in management of P. elata established.
2b.
Knowledge of P. elata in timber trade improved.
2c.
Non Detriment Findings (NDFs) for P. elata in each range State within the sub-region harmonised.

3.
Improving the ecological and silvicultural knowledge of P. elata.
The proposed outputs are:
3a.
Implementation of research on P. elata realized.
3b.
Identified gaps observed from the research filled.
3c.
The potential of the species in its natural area of distribution through new inventories or based on existing ones determined.
3d.
Databases of existing statistics created.
3e.
All relevant information disseminated (through a website, awareness-raising campaigns and the publication of reference document(s)).
4.
Promotion of support programmes for regeneration of P. elata.
From the above theme the following outputs are hoped to be achieved:
4a.
Potential fruit bearing trees identified based on existing inventories and maps produced.
4b.
Seed collection activities organized and, if necessary, proper preservation processes ensured.
4c.
Viable and adequate P. elata seedlings produced.
4d.
Appropriate planting and silvicultural techniques applied in identified plots.
5.
Governance and marketing of P. elata.
The main outputs shall be:
5a.
Chain of custody monitoring and national quotas on P. elata complied with by adapting legal and regulatory frameworks (including management plans) and information disseminated.
5b.
Market knowledge improved through inventories, readily available technical and administrative documents, putting in place of a coherent and adequate data collection mechanism, setting up a sub regional market observatory for information swapping with other range countries, arrangements with importing countries (VPA, FLEGT, Government procurement policy and other trade agreements).
5c.
Control and legality increased notably by stepping up actions in sensitive and strategic sites; regular information by exporting countries on the issuance of export permits; consultations between countries of the sub region; and building technical capacities and resources for these control activities.
Done in Kribi Cameroon on this day 4th April 2008
The Workshop participants (see list attached)
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