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E, the managers and representatives of the

communities and community-based forest

enterprises from 40 countries, gathered
together for six days in this conference, during which we
have been able to exchange our experiences and community
forest management models, sharing our needs and our
potentials, dialoging with governmental representatives
and organizations of cooperation, and analyzing global
problems of community forestry, based on conclusions that
our working groups have made, declare that:

o government policies and international agreements
about forests should be based on the principle that we
the local communities and the Indigenous peoples
are the principal actors in the sustainable
management of forest ecosystems. Communities
and forests can and should live in harmony;

« governments should recognize the rights
of local communities, and push for legal
mechanisms that guarantee land tenure and
the sustainable management of forests;

o it is necessary to create a global fund to
support community forestry, since it has been
demonstrated that the sustainable production
of goods and services of forest ecosystems
managed by communities contributes in a vital
way to the mitigation of climate change and to human
development;

« the incipient interchange of experiences and models of
conservation and production of goods and services of
the forest has proven to generate a human development
potential through mutual learning and development
of local capacities. We demand that governments,
international organizations and NGos support these
processes of interchange and implementation of local

solutions;

o the applied research and cutting-edge technology
related to products and services of forest ecosystems
should become a social technology, strengthening
capacity transfers and a constant flow of knowledge
from universities and research centres towards
communities and community forest enterprises; and

o currently the costs of the processes of certification
are very high, which makes them inaccessible to the
majority of communities. Mechanisms of access should
be created for forest-use certification for both timber
and non-timber products, in conditions that permit
sustainability over time.

We delegate to the Global Alliance of
Community Forestry and to the Rights
and Resources Initiative as well aslocal,
national and regional organizations
represented here, to follow
up on the recommendations
stemming from the community
groups gathered together in
this conference, and to act to
ensure their fulfillment at

their corresponding levels.
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their hospitality and invaluable support for
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benefit the communities in all of our coun-
tries.
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of this conference.

Presentations, summaries of working group
discussions, press releases, the background
report, detailed case studies and other mate-
rials related to the conference can be found at
http://rightsandresources.org/news/events/
CFE_conference.html or via www.itto.or.jp.



