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Forests of Hope 
real hope for forests 



Why Forests of Hope? 

•  Brings together and builds on 
successful forest conservation 
projects 

•  Links forest conservation on 
the ground to policy and 
advocacy work on climate 
change 

•  Developing models for forest 
conservation financing and 
governance 



•  3 goals  

•  5 components 
of success 

•  2 ‘levels’ 

Tropical forest 
conservation 
worldwide, with 
grassroots 
involvement 

Support (site-
global) through 
policy, advocacy, 
science and 
awareness 



Replication 

•  To achieve such targets 
(millions of ha), needs 
wide adoption or 
replication of models 

•  The work to establish 
Harapan Rainforest has 
changed the law in 
Indonesia to create 
forest restoration 
concessions  
•  This legislation is now 

being used by other 
organisations in 
Indonesia 

•  Interest in similar 
initiatives elsewhere 
e.g. The Philippines 



Added value of the 
BirdLife Partnership 

•  Grassroots, bottom-up 
ensures delivery on the 
ground and benefit-sharing 

•  Global experience with 
long-established programmes 
and innovative work at many 
sites 

•  Coordinated action through 
BirdLife’s structure 

•  Readiness and capacity to 
work on production forest 
– most rapid deforestation 

•  Science base: conservation 
priorities at most important 
sites and rigorous support to 
planning and monitoring 



Brazil 

Kenya 

Zimbabwe 

Argentina  Austria  Bahamas Australia  Azerbaijan Andorra  Armenia  Belarus  Belgium  Belize  Bolivia  Botswana 

Canada  Chile  Cook Islands Bulgaria  Cameroon  Cote d’ivoire Burkina Faso  Burundi  Cuba  Cyprus  Czech Republic  Denmark  Ecuador 

Egypt  El Salvador  Estonia  Ethiopia  Falkland Is/Malvinas  Faroe Islands  Finland  France  French Polynesia  Georgia  Germany  Ghana  Gibraltar 

Greece  Hong Kong  Hungary  Iceland  India  Indonesia  Ireland  Israel  Italy  Japan  Jordan 

Kuwait  Latvia  Lebanon  Liechtenstein Liberia  Lithuania  Luxembourg  Malawi  Malaysia  Malta  Mexico  Myanmar  Netherlands Nepal 

New Caledonia  New Zealand  Nigeria  Norway 

Seychelles  Sierra Leone  Singapore  Slovakia  Slovenia  South Africa  Spain  Suriname  Sweden Sri Lanka  Switzerland 

Taiwan  Tanzania  Thailand  Turkey  Uganda  Ukraine  U.K.  Uruguay  U.S.A.  Yemen  Zambia Tunisia 

Palau  Palestine  Panama  Paraguay  Philippines  Poland  Portugal  Puerto Rico  Romania 

Saudi Arabia Rwanda  Samoa 

Bahrain 

Qatar 

Madagascar 

Iraq 

Dominican 
Republic 



The Forests of Hope portfolio: 
existing and potential sites 

Profile developed 

Profile in preparation 

Project-specific website exists 



Gola Forest 
Sierra Leone & Liberia  

•  In 2005, Sierra Leone commits to 
75,000ha national park  

•  2009: Trans-boundary Peace Park 
unites Gola in Sierra Leone with Lofa 
and Foya forests in Liberia (180,000 
ha) 

•  Management agreements let 
communities benefit from emissions 
reductions though forest protection  

•  More investment needed 



San Rafael, Paraguay 

• Guyra Paraguay has 
purchased ten properties 
totalling 7,000 hectares 

• Conservation plans for a 
further 15,000ha of high 
conservation value forest  

• Establish buffer zones by 
working with local land 
owners, and farmers 



• Philippine forests are highly 
fragmented, threatened and rich in 
endemic wildlife 

• Logging cancelled but concessions 
could be set aside for conservation 
and restoration  

• Programme will initiate first 
restoration concessions in 
Philippines: potential, large sites on 
Luzon and Mindanao 

Conservation and 
restoration concessions, 

The Philippines 



• 150,000ha, 90% intact 

• 5 critical species 

• Plantation plans  

• Propose “protected forest” 
outside PA system 

• Private forest leasehold (up to 
100 years) 

• Provides GoC with revenue 

• Much feasibility work, inc. 
carbon, completed 

Western Siem Pang, 
Cambodia  



Further information 

•  Forests of Hope brochure 
•  Webpage www.birdlife.org/

forests 
Programme descriptions 
Site profiles for Mexico, 

Ecuador, Malaysia, 
Cambodia, Paraguay, 
Philippines; more in 
preparation 

Web links for Harapan 
Rainforest and Gola 
Forest 





• Second licence to 
complete the area 



• Second licence to 
complete the area 

• 734 vegetation plots 
established 



• Second licence to 
complete the area 

• 734 vegetation plots 
established 

• 7 community resource 
mgmt agreements 



• Second licence to 
complete the area 

• 734 vegetation plots 
established 

• 7 community resource 
mgmt agreements 

• Further applications for 
new restoration licences 



• Second licence to 
complete the area 

• 734 vegetation plots 
established 

• 7 community resource 
mgmt agreements 

• Further applications for 
new restoration licences 

• Camera trapping 
confirms tiger population  



• Second licence to 
complete the area 

• 734 vegetation plots 
established 

• 7 community resource 
mgmt agreements 

• Further applications for 
new restoration licences 

• Camera trapping 
confirms tiger population  

• Two nurseries; one for 
Eusideroxylon zwageri 



• Second licence to 
complete the area 

• 734 vegetation plots 
established 

• 7 community resource 
mgmt agreements 

• Further applications for 
new restoration licences 

• Camera trapping 
confirms tiger population  

• Two nurseries; one for 
Eusideroxylon zwageri 

• Sophisticated fire 
management and control 





Thank you 


